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To the Reader

The reason why a special chapter is assigned to the collapse of the theory of evolution is that this
theory constitutes the basis of all anti-spiritual philosophies. Since Darwinism rejefdstthe
creation,and therefore the existence Allah, during the last140 years it has causedany

people to abandon their faith or fall into doubt. Therefore, showing that this theory is a deception
is a very important duty, which is strongly related to the deen.rtgsrative thathis important

service, is rendered to all people. Somewf readersnay find the chance to reashly one of

our books. Therefore, we think it appropriate to spare a chapter for a summary of this subject.

Another point to be stressed is related to the content didbk. Inall the books ofthe author,
faith-relatedissuesare told in the light of th&ur’anic verses and people amvited to learn
Allah’s verses andlve by them.All the subjectsthat concernAllah’s versesare explained in
such a way as to leave no room for doubt or question marks in the reader’'s mind.

The sincere, plain and fluent style emploggureghat everyone of every aged fromevery
social group can easily understand the books. &ffestiveand lucidway of recounting makes
the booksread quickly.Eventhose peoplevho rigorouslyreject spirituality are influenced by
the facts recounted in these books and cannot refute the truthfulness of their contents.

This book and all the other works of the author can be read by individuals or studigtbupa
at a time of conversation. The reading of le®ks by a group of readenslling to profit from
them will beuseful inthe sensehat readerscan relate their owreflections and experiences to
one another.

In addition, it will be a great service to the deen to contribute tprésentation and reading of
these books, which are written solely for the good pleasure of Alakhe books ofthe author
are extremely convincing. For this reason, for those wéiat to communicate thgeen to other
people, one of the most effective methods is to encourage them to read these books.



Introduction

Allah created lifeand deatHor a particularreason. Heeommunicatedhis to man by sending
Books which clearly differentiated between rightful and wrongful actions. This purpoteisf
stated in the following verse:

He created Death and Life, that He migiy which of you is best ineed: He is

Exalted in Might and Oft-Forgiving.
Surah Al-Mulk: 2

The essence of this purpose is to honour Allah with the honour that is due to Him, to observe the
limits set by Him, to have an understanding of the temporary nature of this world and to reorient
all the deeds and conduct of one’s life in the light of the will of the Creator.

The individual who conducts himsetsponsibly towardhis Creatorwill attain grace, comfort,
security and also peace in this world. The most appropriate type
of life, meeting all needs of the human soul is related irQinéan. Being heedful of following
the commands of the Qur’an, he can turn his life into the very image of Heaven.

Whoever does what is right, man or woman, and has Faith, tonllinwe surelygive
a new life, a life that iggood and pure, and Wwill bestow onsuch people their

reward according to the best of their actions.
Surah Al-Nahl: 97

In the aforementionederse, Allah giveshe glad tidings to théelievers thathose complying

with the commandments of tligur’an will attain ajoyouslife, thereby conveying an important
mystery of life to human beings. Fame, prosperity or good looks never promise a rewarding and
ineffably peaceful life unless the individual adheres to the moral principles of the Quran.

This actually constitutes thenain objective ofthis book; toprovide avivid illustration of the
trouble and unrest one experiences unceasingly in the course of one’s life, where onéféeads a
other than that deemautoper byAllah, and the“joyous life” one canattain by complete
obedience to Allah’'s commandments...

Allah defines thavay of living prior to the advent of th@rophet Muhammad dgynorance”,
or the “the period of ignorance.”

The word*“ignorance,” asused inthe Qur’an, conveys quite a different meaning from its
normally acceptedconnotations. In its commoruse, “ignorant” means “illiterate”,
“uneducated” or “having no mannerdgnorance in th&ur’anic sense however,defines a
state of mind in which a person is completely unaware of the purpose of his existendden this
the attributes otis Creator and the informatiorevealed in the DivindBook sent to him
regarding hiseternal life. Theterm, henceyefers tothe state ofunconsciousness and the
particular way of living which is a mermdnsequence of this type of ignorance. Sudalk of
comprehension of one’s Creattiie world ondives in and thesystem surroundingne, is the
most extreme form of ignorance. Nothing, neither the modern way of liyegssnadopts, nor
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the foreign languages he speatksrt the shelves obooks he reads or his good manners can
compensate for this ignorance.

The “ignorant society” is asociety wheresuch an unawareness aiggioranceprevail. The
concept of théignorant society”,however,does not necessarilgpply merely to the people
who lived before theQur’an was revealed. Rather, the terefers toall people whoswerved
from the moral manners and the way of living enjoined by the Qur’'an after rewiesed.Thus
the definition of the term is quite extensive.

The basic rationale underlying thignorant society”amounts to people forming their own
personal ideas of right and wrongonwhich theybase theientire lives.What consequences
ensue from such atance? The answer is simple: the development of an apathetic attitude
towards the most crucial subject of one’s life: the life beyond death. Such an attitude, however, is
the most detrimental to man’s eternal life as well as to any hope of a rewarding and figsaceful

in this world. The sole reason for this is that the moral system prevailing in the ignorant societies
is firmly established on thkasis of aather“crude understanding.The fundamental goal of

life is more orlessalike for every individual: to attain thbest standard diving throughout a

life which is limited to an average of 60-70 years...

Surely this is an ideal so lacking in “vision” that it inevitably causes man to drift irgmall”

world. Such a world embraces the type of people, who are narrow in outlodkniged in their
thinking. These people display simple and primitive attitudes and pay too much attention to petty
details. That is entirelgue to thefact thatthis ideal neglectg€oncerndike why and how man
hasbeen created-inding outthe truthbeyondlife, taking into account the life after death and
getting prepared for it are totally disregarded in this type of ideal.

For amember of the ignorargociety, life is a competition, or struggle tomaintain one’s
existence in the most favourable way; the main goals are beawgssful and powerful. To this

end, the individual builds a self-centred consciousness. Once he gains prosperity, he develops an
evenstrongerattachment tanoney andmaterial prosperity.Moreover, a desirablstatusonce

attained is followed by thdesire for amore favouredstatus. Thisambition enslaves man so
deeply that he cannot arrive at a genuine understanding of the ignorance he falls ihtcs ded

never succeeds in breaking free of it.

Only a comparison tthe way ofliving, thought and moravaluesencouraged by th@ur’'an
would reveal the primitive and unsound nature of this life.

The purpose of this book is to proceed further with this comparison and to demonsirage to
extent the“crude understanding’has the members of the ignorant society in gsip.
Furthermore, thi®ook thoroughlyexamines the moral values thiis crude understanding and
introduces the way of living, chosen and enjoined by Allah, asrthyesolution toeliminatethis
mentality.

Allah addresses the people of the ignorant society in the following verse:

Do they then seek after a judgment of (the days of) ignoraBae@ho, for a people

whose faith is assured, can give better judgment than Allah?
Surah Al-Maeda: 50



Getting to Know
the Ignorant Society

The foremost and inherent characteristic the members of an ignorant society tigeir
unwillingness todevelop aconsciousness ofllah. Thus, people irthis state of ignorance
simply avoid complyingwith the commandments ofllah, having developed their own moral
principles and avay of thinking contrary to everything approved of as being right by the
Qur'an. The Qur’an, the last Divine Book, provides all the answeaf pmssible questions the
individual might raise throughout his life. dffers all the key explanations and solutiomgich

he needs in every aspect of his life.

Despite the existence of ti@gur'an 6the only guide tothe true pattior humanity 6 people in
this state of ignorance abandon this precious source of wisdom and rekeit twnlimited
thinking faculties to determine how tspendtheir lives so as to make themewarding.
Considering thidact, the mentality ofsuch asociety definitely proves to b&gnorant” when
compared with the ideal mentality described in the Qur'an. In the following sectionshaiithe
further scrutiny ofthe way of livingfavoured by the ignorant societyill give us abetter
understanding of its primitive nature.

Before proceedingvith the way of livingand the moralinderstanding othe ignorantsociety,
however, it would be beneficial to have an opinion of its general traits.

In Every Age there Existed an Ignorant Society

From the time man was createtthere have always beenwo distinct societies: the ignorant
society and the community of believefdl thosewho fail to observe the limitset by the
religion, constitute th@norant society. Despite discrepanciedbdtiefs,thoughts andvays of
living, one fundamental rationale lays the groundwork for the lif@la§norant societies: not to
adhere to true religion. The members of the ignosatety, merely limited strictly in their
outlook to the worldly life, are defined in the following verse:

Those who entertain no hope of meeting Us, but desiréf¢hef the worldand feel
secure therein, and those who are neglectful of Our revelations. (Surah Yunus: 7)
Those who love too well this fleeting life, and put behind them (the remembrance of) a

grievous day.
Surah Al-Insan: 27

It is not in anyway wrong to enjoy the favours dhis world. Allah createdhese favours and

gave them to the service of mankind. However, members of the ignorant society fall into an error
at this point: they never take satisfaction in what theysessand alwaysvant to havemore. In

the words of the Qur’an, “they are deceived by this world.” What is mgoertant, theynever



feel grateful to their Creator, the only One who bestows these favours upon them.

This is exactly why throughout history, regardless diie differences in their lifestyles,
prosperity,races,colours andanguagesall ignorant societiehiave displayed an astonishing
similarity in terms of their fundamente¢asoning andnentality. Whether acommunity is the
most primitive tribe inhistory orthe most gloriouscivilisation dating back téme immemorial,

or a contemporary society, the gdalr all societies maintaining an existence rooted in
“ignorance” has always been one and the same: worldly gain.

The Morality of Ignorance is a “System of Beliefs” Inherited from One Generation to
Another

Another trait of the ignorant societies is thay they acquire information regarding life. Rather

than from the Divine books revealed by the Creator, members of the ignorant societies gather all
their knowledge pertaining to lifsom their ancestors (parents, grandparents, efncgstors,

the unchanging mentors of the members of the ignosaniety, instruct their younger
generations in the “religion of ignorance” and the moral values it encourages, amchthizsn

the continuity ofthis primitive religion. Thesé'mentors” themselves were likewisaformed

about the “fundamentals” of this corrupted religion by preceding generations.

Surprisingly, this system, inherited by one generation faoother, is nevequestionedEvery
item of information is accepted as a certain fédf.values of judgmentyoth right andvrong,
are allpassed on tethe next generation, readgr their use. Such amttitude naturallynever
encourages thgounger members to questitime system or to find out anything about its
reliability.

The Qur’an calls attention to theinquestioning suppomrovided to thissystem and how
ignorant people turn their faces away from the guidance of Allah without even feeling the need to
ponder over it:

And when it is said to them: Follow that which Allah has revealed, they say: We
follow that wherein we found our fathers. What! Evéwough their fatherswere

wholly unintelligent and had no guidance?
Surah Al-Bagarah: 170

The Fact that They Make Up the Majority of the Society does not Indicate the
Reliability of Their Rationale

The Qur’an provides another importdatt about the ignorant societies: they always constitute
the majority of the population as compared to the community of believerQudihan informs
us that the believers are always in the minority:

Yet strive as you may, most men will not believe.
Surah Yusuf: 103

But for a few of them, they have no faith.
Surah An-Nisa: 46

And most of them believe in Allah only when they can attribute partners (to Him).
Surah Yusuf: 106



Surely this is not a coincidence but a special situation created deliberai&latbjor a certain

cause. That believers are in the minority makes their virtuous conduct even more precious in this
world. Furthermore, this is a factor enhancing their rewards in the Herdédienvorld surely

has alure as an essential part of the trial Ajah. Nevertheless, itoncernfor the Hereafter

takes complet&old of one’s mind and, inconsequencepne’s actions,one wouldsurely be
superior to the majority deceived by the attraction of worldly goods.

Besides, this is an importamtatter of trialfor unbelieversFor the majority of the people it is
customary to follow the general way of doing things in society. They sitakéyitfor granted
that the general attitude of the society is the righteousTdree same rationale furthépldsthat
the majority representsthe absolute truthwhile the standpoint of the minority is to be
approached with doubt and concern. Our point, put brieflyyhensummoned tdhe truepath,
by the guidance ofllah, people in a state of ignorancefuse to complywith this call on the
flimsy pretextthat it does not confornwith the recognised social ordeHowever, popular
acceptance can by no means be an argument for truth.

This social criterion isurely nothing but amnsoundjudgment of the aforementioned crude
understanding. Ignorant people make up the majority of the community merely because they all
turn away in totalungratefulness from theiCreator,simply prefering this world tdhe next.

Surely those who adopt the attitude of such a society merely deceive themselves.

In the Qur'an Allah informs us abouthe reasonswvhy these people in their state of ignorance
make up the majority of the societynd warnsbelievers against takinthis as a criterion for
themselves:

And if you obey most of those on the earth, thidly lead you astray fromAllah’s
way; they follow nothing but conjectures and they preach nothing but falsehoods.

Surely your Lordé He best knows who goes astray from His aval/,He best knows

those who follow the right course.
Surah Al-Anaam: 116-117

Most of them follownothing butmere conjecture. Assuredly, conjecture can by no

means take the place of truth. Allah is Aware of what they do.
Surah Yunus: 36

The attitude assumed by believers to find out the truth is explained in the Qur'an:

And there are among us some who have surrendered (to Allah) and thesenargy
us some who are unjust. And whoever has surrendered to Allah has taken the right

path purposefully.
Surah Al-Jinn: 14

Ignorant Societies have Always been Warned Throughout History

Whoever goes aright, does so for his own soul; and whoever goes astray, does so to
its detriment; no soul shall bear the burden of another, nor do We chastiagian

until We have sent forth a messenger to warn it.
Surah Al-Isra: 15

And never did your Lord destroy the natiotiff, He had sent to their capitatities a
messenger reciting to them Our revelations. And never did We destrogasions

unless its people were evil-doers.
Surah Al-Qasas: 59



The aboveverses point to one singfact: to everyignorant society a messengsas sent to
communicate the message of Allah. Out of His infinite mercy, Allah does not punish a society to
whom His divine message has nteeen communicated.hrough messengergylah informed
man that there is no god other than Him and reminded them about the Day of Judgment.

And We sent to them a messenger fesnong themselves, (saying), “Worstifah!

You have no other god but Him. Will you not fear (Him)?”
SurahAl-Mumenoon: 32

Another point deserves mention here: members of the ignorant society delibesstlyon
maintaining their primitive thinking. They display an incomprehensible persistence in adherence
to the religion of ignorance, althoughessengerprovide them with cleaexplanations of the
existence of Allah and the Hereatfter. In anothe¥se,the common attitude of prominent people

of the ignorant society to the Divine message is recounted:

Just in the same way, whenever We sent a Warner before you to any people, the
wealthy ones among them sal¥We found our fathers following a certaireligion,

and we will certainly follow in their footsteps.”
Surah Al-Zukhruf: 23

They Spend Their Lives in Trouble and Anguish

People in a state of ignorance invest all their hopes and dreams in this world alone and forget the
Hereafter. However, the attachment they form for this life often turns into an unbridled ambition.
At this point, fortune, fame or status cease to satisfy the individual’'s worldly whimdeaires.
Success and prosperity only engender furémebition and greed rather than induce a peaceful
state of mindSuchambition, however, isletrimental toman’s physical well-being. Ambitions

also make him lose his moral values. Self-interest finally isolatesThiough surrounded by a

lot of people, people in a state mnorance feel lonelyand insecurenever finding a true
companion. These factors togethdth other troubles (examined ithe following sections)
become a majasource of disappointmentinder suchcircumstances, life becomesbarden

rather than a source of joy and pleasure.

This is exactly what befalls the ignorant as a result of their own preferéfmesver, no matter
what befalls them, they do not realise what is happening to their Mas. of themonly realise
it after spending a whole life devoted to worldly pleasures, atdhetime wherthey feel death
is close. To their sorrovhowever, it istoo late. Even thenthe griefdoes not stophere.Allah
informs usthat it is not only thislife that theylose. Because dheir adherence tprimitive
reasoning, these people will meet a grievous end in the Hereafter:

They indeed are losers who deny their meeting with Allah until, when the Hour comes
on them suddenly, they cry: Alas for us, that we neglected it! They upear their

backs their burdens. Ah, evil are the burdens which they bear!
Surah Al-Anaam: 31

On the othehand, believers whependtheir lives in thecause ofAllah are rewardedwith a
beautiful life both in this world and the Hereafter:

So Allah gave them the reward of this world and the glorious reward of the Hereafter.

Allah loves those whose deeds are good.
Surah Al-e Imran : 148



Say: Who has forbidden the adornment of Allah which He has brought forth for His
bondmen, and the good things bfis providing? Say: Such, on the Day of
Resurrection, will be only for those who believed during the life of this world. Thus do

we make plain Our revelations for peoples who have knowledge.
Surah Al-Araf : 32

This is the ayah starting with:

Those who believe and carry out their duty to Allah, theirs are good tidings in the life
of the world and in the Hereafter. There is doanging the Words of Allah ¢ that is

the Supreme Triumph.
Surah Yunus 63-64

Why do They Prefer a Primitive Life?

| Because They Assume Everything is Restricted to this Life

One inherited characteristic of the ignorant is tiaay of thinking, which limitgheir existence

to this world. This has one meaniragceptingthis “temporary world” aghe “real” one, and
hence not getting preparéar the next...consequentlguch anattitude makes ubelieve that

these people do ndiave faith, orather apoor faith, in the Hereafter. Satisfieavith a life to

which death will ultimately put an end, those in a state of ignorance struggle to hold on tightly to
the worldly life. The mentality of these people is expressed in the Qur'an in their own words:

There is nothing but oulife in this world! We shall dieand we live! But we shall

never be raised up again!
Surah Al-Mumenoon: 37

Those who have such a conviction do not observe the limits set by Allah and, accordingly, do not
demonstrate obedience to His commandments. Such an understanding is ldhsedesite to
be superior merely in this world, while forgetting the next.

At this point, there isone fundamental mistake these peaplake: theyprefer such avay of
living on thegrounds ofmaking more of this life However,its consequenceprove to be
otherwise.Let alone enjoyingmaterialand spiritual benefits, they hardtgke pleasure from
worldly gains.

That issolely becausedue to their insensitiveness to the need to occupy themseitreshe
remembrance oAllah, Allah either takes backlis favours fromthem or gives theihearts an
everlasting fear ofosing these favours. This is indeed a troublesome situation since they can
never ease their fears about the future. The thought of it occupies every moment of their lives.

The only way to benefit fromthe favours othis world is tohave athorough grasp othe fact
that they are bestowed by Alla@ne who understands this surely knowsat these favours are
temporary and inferior compared to the favours in the Hereafter.

Here an important question ariséBon”t they feelfrustrated and finallyjunderstand this
mystery of life?” Alternatively, “Once they understand that they cannot take pleasurelife,this
why do they still have thismentality?” The answers provided by tiq@@ur'an tothese questions
are explicit:
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This is because they love the life of this world better than that of the Hereafter: and

Allah will not guide those who reject Faith.
Surah Al-Nahl: 107

Allah givesabundantly towhom He will,and sparingly (to whom He pleases); and
they rejoice in the life of this world, whereas the life of this world is but baeffort

as compared with that of the Hereafter.
Surah Al-Rad: 26

These versesevealthe rationale lying behind therimitive way of thinking prevalent in the
ignorant societies: “Tdeel an attachment tihis life and to forget thédereafter”. Contrary to
this conviction; however, this life is merely a scenario designed tmauton trial. The real life
is actually the one that will start once a person breathes his last. This reality is relateglisethe
below:

This life of this world is but a pastime and a game. The home of the Hereafter ¢ that is
Life, if they but knew.
Surah Al-Ankaboot: 64

Beautified for mankind is love of the joys (that come) from women and offspring; and
stored-up heaps of gold and silvand horsedranded (withtheir mark), and cattle
and land. That is the comfort of thiée of this world. Allah! With Him is amore

excellent abode.
Surah Aal-e Imran: 14

Allah describes in these verséise particularlures over which manbecomes the most
impassionedyiz. Money andpossessionsBut material prosperity does not bringeace and
satisfaction. Efforts to find real love and respect often prove to be vain. True companionship also
remains desperately sought after yet is never attained igrtbeant society. They camever be
achievedbecauselove, respect and companionship a#ainable only when the individual
conducts himself responsibly towarlls Creator,thus attaining moral perfection. A sincere
believer having moral values leaves a positmpression on other people and buildsamd of
trust; this isactually thebasis oftrue love and respect. Onkeereft of these moralalues might
quickly amass a fortunéavethe most gloriousvilla in the world, ortravel tothe world’s best
holiday resorts. Inbrief, he mightindulge his tastefor every“joy” that money cafring. Yet
suchmaterialprosperityneverprovides the peace of mirathd sense of security he needs. His
achievements nevesatisfy his cupidity and henceamake him happy. Despitepossessing
everything he needs, he still finds reasons to complain.

Ambitions inevitably become thgource of a profounchoral corruption.The urge for money
pushesman into forgery, lyingselfishness, unjuspractices,and othermisbehaviour, which
cause him to rage and to suffer feelings of tension and distress.

In the Qur’an, another reason fitve ignoransociety’sinsistence on this crude understanding
is stated to be fondness for boasting which it fosters:

Know that the life of the world is only plagnd idle talk, and pageantry, and
boasting among you, and rivalry in respect of wealth and children.
Surah Al-Hadid: 20

Any issue related to this worldly life becomeS$sabject” for boasting. Peoplattach so much
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importance to being appreciated by other people that their life becosegreh forhaving
“things” to boast about. A goodducation, having an admiratdtatus insociety, marrying a
member of a prominent family agven having children ardor ignorant people among the
important “materials” to boastT.he good looks oiintelligence of the child, thechoolshe/she
attends become issues to boast about. A life limited to only six or seven dedhdesssigent in
soothing one’sambitionsfor wealth,success or any form of prosperity. Consideriingt the
major reason for this desire is to show offdther people who areeak and mortallike any
other person, is something to give thought to. After all, one should not dare &idos# life at
the cost of making a good impression upon others in this world.

| Because Rather than Behaving Conscientiously, they Endeavour to Fulfil Their
Own Vain Desires

If one thing is remembered about tteasons for pursuing primitive life when allelse is
forgotten, it should surely be the inclination of the ignorant to follow their own desires.

Allah inspired in man’s soul two voices, exactly contrary to each othsature” One othese

voices inspires the soul with a consciousness of what is wrong and what is right. If one listens to
the voice of this divine guide, which is his conscience, he will not diverge from thevaghand

will remain wiseand clear-sighted. The otheoice, onthe contrary, calls one to ke
conforming to the negative side of one’s soul. Thegevoices are actually th@nscience and

the soul (an-nafs). This fact is related in the Qur’an:

By the Soul, and the proportion and order given to it; aiscenlightenment as to its

wrong and its right : truly, he succeeds that purifies it, and he fails that corrupts it!
Surah Al-Shams: 7-10

In a work devoted tadentifying and defining the ignorant sociefyom every aspect, the
distinction between conscienead thesoul deserves a special mention. Because the foremost
reason for a person being “ignorant” is his inclination to pursue/hiisis anddesires and his
complete indifference to the whisper calling him to the divine guidance.

Contrary to highexpectations, a life marked bipndness forworldly gain is spiritually
unrewarding.
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The Lifestyle
Ignorance Exposes

Would you like tohave aperfect life ofgrace,security anccomfort, where the concept time

does notmatter or an inherently flawed life limited fiwe or six decadesMeanwhile,keep in

mind that the first decade of this life will be passed in the unconsciousness of childhood and the
last one in dealing with declining health and other age-related problems.

No doubt a person of wisdom would prefer “a perféetof grace,security anccomfort”; for

the sake of a few decades, he would not like to lose an etern&ldiiever,there arealso some
who become enthralled and blinded by the spethisfworld, whichpasses ihe blink of an
eye.

Preferring such a life in pursuit of persohanefits, these peopmonrealise thathis is not a
reliable way of attainingheir goals.After all, in the course oftheir lives, whatevetthey do or
wherever they go, they never succeed in escaping from anguish and trouble. But an
understanding of thieeality often comesoo late; usually, the moment one meetse’s death,

one conceives of the irreversible wrong choice one has made.

The life of this world, with its very strong attachments, gives only moderate satisfactéfieyst
nothing more than some subsistence and sheltdrelQur’an, Allah gives thereason for such

a preference: the lack of wisdom. So, what are the traits of this lifestyle, which is merely a source
of unrest and trouble and which leads to the sheerest tortuaé &ernity?What kind of alife

do ignorant people lead?

In the subsequenpages, a general framework of the environngemtounding suchgnorant
people is provided. The purpose here is to reveal the crude understanding it inherits and to show
how detrimental this lifestyle is to an individual's well-being in the long and short run.

However, before going into details, osieouldremember that the lifestyle depicted hersasn

in terms of a general understanding of ignorant sociekiesce, though very commonly
practiced in society, it magiot be truefor all individuals. There may be people who do not
involve themselves in the practices mentioned in subsequent sectionshafatisiowever, the
intention here is tatressthe “primitive nature” ofthis reasoningvhich reveals itself in the
humansoul in a number ofvays: sometimes we observe it in individual's approacimadoal
values; alternatively, it may well be apparent in the lifestyle or self-centred wpddsan builds
for himself. Nomatter howthis lifestyle disclosesitself, there isone fact which needs to be
underlined: people who abandtremselves tahis worldly life, totally forgetting theDay of
Judgment unconditionally display this “primitiveness” in one way or another.
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A Monotonous Life

Those who accept ignorance sooner or later become entrapped by monotony. Unable to find out
its reasons, they finally surrendddemselves tohis monotony and simplgmbrace it as a way

of living. From then on, they make no effort to enrich their lives, by making tieadthier, more
comfortable and more satisfying. They spend their lives just “waitinthéoday theywill meet

their death.”

At this pointthe monotony starts fothe ignorant. The moment thepen their eyes to a new

day, they find themselves engrossed with everyday routines. Many people see their long hours at
home or work as somewhat vacant. There is not a great deal they can hold fast to iwkeniety

they are looking for something to give their lives some meaning. Early in the morningabey

home for work where they meet the same people talking about the same issues. Once the work is
over, they ride back to home in the same car, taking the route they always tagmmeAtothing

different happens; the family gathering at the supper table engage in their everyday conversation.
No sooner dothey start watchingelevision, than they fall asleep. Anthus they prepare
themselves for another day that will bring nothing new.

Knowing that nothing will change in the coursetiofe makes everythingvenmore unbearable

and troublesome. They start to dislike their hofrsejnstance, albeit decoratedth care and
enthusiasm.Time eventuallyerasesthe attraction of the house, furniture, decor, bimef,
everything they likeTime also makes people lose their affection the peoplesurrounding

them,; after some time they do not derive as much pleasure from their relations as they did in the
old days.Immediate family memberand close friends no longeive the happiness and
excitement they used tyive; people in their state of ignoranesant themaround solely out of

habit.

A major reason for this monotony is sureflge “minor goals” they have. Eventhe most
ambitiousperson inthe world has ordinarytargets,this all being the outcome dfving in a
“small world”: graduating from a prestigioumiversity, getting agood job, being happily
married, getting thé&ids throughschool, improvingliving standards andinally waiting for
death... To put it concisely, “coming into existence, growing old and dying.”

Stepping out othe boundaries of thesargets,jmposed by the culture afnorance, is almost
impossible. All ideals are set for a few decades of this life.

The individual, however,should devotehis resources tdulfilling the commands ofAllah in

order to securélis pleasure. Aife spent forthe cause ofllah nevergets monotonoustach
moment becomes a sourcesatitementandzeal. Hewill stay in this worldfor awhile, but in

Heaven, a place of eternal happiness, he will eventually receive the rewards for ivsitdome.
Therefore,for a believer, it isunwise to“kill time”. On the contrary, goerson findsevery
moment of this limited life to be precious.

One who follows the commandments of tQar'an neverexperiences monotony. He is a man
of wisdom who constantlyprings somethingnew to his life. He never lets the people
surroundinghim or his own life go on a vicious circleEven with limited resources and in
difficult times, he alwayg$inds ways to improveéhis life. In his old age, toohis enthusiasm for
the betterment ohis life never disappears. Higletermination to follow theighteouspath
eventually brings him a great life in this world and Paradise in the Hereafter:
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And they will say: “Praise be to Allah, Who has removed from us (all) sorrow: for our
Lord is indeed Oft-Forgiving and ready to appreciate (service). He has, out of His
Bounty, settled us in a Home thatll last: no toil nor sense of weariness shadluch

us therein.”
Surah Fatir; 34-35

Despite such rewards, ignorant people accept the dullness of their life. AllahQurthe gives
the reasons for such an attitude.

“that is because they are a people who have no sense. Just like those (who suffered) a
short time before them, they taste the ill-effects of their coviduct, andtheirs is a

painful punishment.
Surah Al-Hashr: 14-15

A Troublesome Environment

In the ignorant societies peogiadtroubledlives. This is surely adirect consequence of not
putting one’s trust in Allah. Not believing in Allah, they assume theyan avoid their
responsibilities toward#llah and still enjoyall the worldly pleasures of life. But taheir
disappointment, one thinigothersthem greatly:“stress.” Their choice of“disbelief” rests
solely on theassumptiorthat an environment wheggroper behaviour is not enforced by an
absolute sense oight and wrong but bylevotion toone’s own principles wouldafford them
peace,comfort and alife of joy and happinessYet, contrary to their expectationsheir
experience proves to be otherwise.

The mainsource of this trouble is insecurity. This insecurity is a consequence of not putting
one’s trust in Allah. People, who cannot conceive of the power and con&ltdlofover all men

and incidentsfeel a constant feaand a sense of uneasiness. Bleaire of fatewhich is only

under the total control of Allah, they struggle to cope with the whole ofTlfes. rationaleholds

that, at every moment, misfortunes may befall them and they are weak and helpless against them.

They have a negative approach towards all happenings. Mostly fear surrounds thiesidess.

Blurred with stress, their mind fails tbring solutions to problems. tfealt with in a peaceful

state of mind, however, these surely would be minor issues to resolve. They are mostly unhappy;
everything they meet with in tr@urse oftheir lives, whether important or trifling, makelkem

easily tense. Especially situatiomgich they describe as'misfortunes” become the main
sources of stress.

Yet, what is most common to these peopletii® harm they do to their own mental health.
Statements starting with “What if...Reéep their minds occupiedlith “disaster scenarios”. A
businessman, foinstance,considersall the possible consequences of missing isportant
meeting that will be held the following week¥hat if he missesthe plane and cannatrive at
the meeting on time?”; “what would be his loss in such a situation?”; “how caxrplan this
situation tohis boss?” are only a few of the questionsthat cross hismind. This attitude,
however, isnot restricted to one subject onfuch an approach holdsie for everyaspect of
life, like health, familyand friends, social and economic affairsngne a few. The imaginary
problems of their spouses, children and friends increase their distress.

Believers complyingwith the commandments of th@ur’an, onthe otherhand, feelpeace,
comfort and happinesteep in their hearts. Beingpnscious of Allah’sexistence angbower,
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they are never overwhelmed by trouble and distress. They handle problems with wisdom. If they
face any difficulty in solving aproblem, this does notbreak their spirit. They knowhat,
whatever happens, there is goodness in it. Again, in a peaceful statedpthey lookfor ways

to improve the situation. With such an attitude, the direct consequence of their faith in Allah, they
stay away from all the harm that stress and tension give to the human body and soul.

Believers never lose their trust in Allah; material loss, an accidatiihess does noaffect their
trust intheir Creator, since they know that thereg@dness ireverything. They knowhat,
besidesAllah, people have noother protector or helper... In situations particulartigere
circumstances are ntavourable,they quickly acknowledge this to betr@al by Allah. Allah
provides the underlying reason for this attitude in the following verse:

“but it may happen that you hate a thing which is gdod you, and it mayjhappen

that you love a thing which is bad for you. Allah knows, but you do not know.
Surah Al-Bagarah: 216

Ignorant people are exceptionallyinerable.Stress, a consequence of the@nselessationale,
causedrreversible damage tbody and soul. While endlessly pursuiting pleasures ofife,
they findthemselves overcome by thyeef of their unreasonable worrieBesides thisworld,
they also lose the eternal life. If, however, they devoted tinearto contemplating the Hereafter,
rather than producingegativescenarios, which are mefgments of theimagination, they
would certainly attain happiness both in this world and the Hereafter.

Surely Allah has boughfrom the believers their persons and their property and in
return has promised them, that they shall have the Garden; they fight in Allah’s way,
so they slay and are slain; a promise which is bindingHim in the Turatt and the
InjeeP and the Qur’an; and who is more faithful to his covenant than Allah? Rejoice,

therefore, in the pledge which you have made; and that is the supreme achievement.
Surah At-Tawba: 111

Attaching Importance to People According to Their Wealth, Status and Good Looks

Wealthy people are held in high esteem by the ignorant. The more money a person has, the more
respected he becomes.

Moral values, honesty, reliability and modesty do not earn honour in the ignorant society. These
are actually not the virtues ignorance attaches importanddoney, being theole basis of all
relations and values, introduces a completely different set of nadtedsand standpoint to the
ignorant society; in this systefeveryoneand everythindnas a price’and “there is nothing

you cannot attain as long as you pay the due price.”

Due to this“so-called” superiority, people in a state of ignorance feeligronceivable
admirationfor the “elite” of the society. Nomatter how morally corrupted, their lifestyle is
appreciated, moreover imitated. Accordingtis philosophy, a persoalbeit a totally morally
corrupted, might easily occupy a high and respectable status in society.

As well as wealth, status and good looks, too, earn admiration in a society blighted by ignorance.
Often, the ignorantleem aperson to be superior due to his good looks or his prestigious
position in businessyithout having theslightestidea abouthis character. This isctually the
system an ignorant societgsts uponEarly in childhoodall members oksuch asociety learn

these values and start to live according to them. Everyone knows of which social clase they
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member, and what benefits and advantages accrue from belonging to this particular class. Wealth
has anobvious advantage over povert§or instance, like the advantage which well-educated
people have over illiterate and well-known people over ordinary citizens. This is the major source
of a ridiculousenvy ofand a sense ahferiority felt towards these people who appear to be
better placed in life thamthers. Such feelingfevitably push people into meaningless
competition. They devote all their energy, thinking faculties and time to engaging in this struggle
for status. Such aompetition inevitablymakes individuals forget about tipairpose oftheir
existence.

As a consequence of social indoctrination, dhesdeemed to be superi@assumehe right to
exercise oppressive contraver others.The unwritten hierarchy prevailing in societyakes it
possible for a landlord ttvouble his tenant,for instance. Similarly, the tenafdgels hehas the

right to trouble his doorkeeper. The doorkeeper exercises authority at home, over his wife, and in
like manner the wife of the doorkeeper over her children. In their own world, there is a hierarchy
of superiority. In this hierarchy everybody knovss individual rights andlimits of his
“authority.”

Surely this is inherently #iawed system of social conduct. People in thtate of ignorance
establish a system and thiawe difficulty in complyingwith therules ofthe system theyhave

themselves createdhis isthe direct outcome of a crudenderstandingHowever, rather than
eradicating this fundamental mistake, ignorant people struggle to find ways ofshetegsful
in this relentless competition.

Contrary to the ignorargociety”s criteria laid downfor superiority 6 inother wordsproperty,
power andstatus éhe realsuperiority callfor faith in Allah and fear ofAllah. Thecolour of
one’s skin, good-looks or prosperithave noimportance in the presence Afiah. One day,
everyone, be heoor orwealthy, beautiful or ugly,will be wrapped in a simplshroud and
placed in a pit 6 which will reduce his body into insignificance.

The Qur’'an sets the real criteria for man:

O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a femalemade
you into nations and tribes, so that you might know each othdeed, the most

honoured of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you.
Surah Al-Hujraat: 13

Living in a community of people, who have an inner grasp of@uisanic understanding, is no
doubt a greasource of comfort. Arenvironment where theoncepts oflove and respect are
isolated frommaterial valuesand replaced byirtues like honesty, moral awarenessc.,
naturallyputs an end to thiselentless competitiorSuch competitionshould bereplaced by
striving in the way of Allah. Allah states the superiority of those who strive in the way of Allah:

These vie with each others for salvation and shall be the first to attain it.
Surah Al-Mumenoon: 61

And everyone has a direction to which he should turn, therefore hasten tgddo)
works; wherever you are, Allawill bring you all together; surely Allah has power

over all things.
Surah Al-Baqgarah: 148

They believe in Allah and the Last Day, and enjoin riglonduct and forbid
indecency, and vie with one another in good works. These are of the righteous.
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Surah Aal-e Imran: 114

They Live in an Environment where Wisdom and Conscience have No Place

The system of ignorance leaves no room for thought; it meamg without thinking, speaking

without thinking, givingdecisionswithout thinking, implementing withoutinking... Ignorant

people regard thinking as a waste of time, and more importantly, perceive it as troublesome, since
it definitely calls for conscience and wisdom, two concepts honoured only in theamgJautin

practice in the ignorant way of living. Instead, without subjecting thetimot@ughinvestigation,

people apply and observe rules, principles and customs of their own making, surely an easy way
of living never demanding thought.

For instance, they know exactlyhat to do adong as theyare “instructed.” Incase of an
emergency or an unexpected situation, they lacknitigtive to providesolutions to problems.
That is merely because they areed to“ready-made” solutions. Astonishment andcting
indecisively are only a few of the consequences of not applying wisdom or conscience.

Similarly, theignorant show apathy towardesnovation.” Unlessunder compulsionthey
display reluctance to produce anythimgv, nomatter what thesubject. An exampl&om daily
life would make these explanations more explighorant peopleare ready tdouy whatever
designers serve up, however ridiculodisst forthe sake of being in fashion, theyearclothes
which look ridiculous. They seldonuse their commonsense to look goodLikewise,
preferences regarding home decoration, movies, entertainment, TV shows, atcdetermined
by the general tendencies in fashion.

This point of view reveals itself in many ways in daily liideeting a beggawith outstretched

hands onthe street, they cannot sidestépi give some moneyThis, however, is a‘reflex

action”, which is the outcome of a “learning process” rather than a conscientious decision. In a
totally different situationhowever, it isquite possiblethat they wouldbehave in ahoughtless

and senselesway. In thecourse ofdaily life, it is possible to witnesfiundreds ofother
examples of thestreflex actions”. The essence of thissue isthat the consequences of
habitual thoughtlessness can be more serious than one can ever imagine. Surely the most serious
deficiency of all, however, is havingpmor grasp othe greatness ofllah and the existence of

the Hereafter. In the Qur’an, the reason for these characteristics of the ignorant society is simply
stated:

That is because they are people who have no sense.
Surah Al-Hashr: 14

Believers are those, on the ottmand, whahave aninsight into the importance of wisdom and
conscience. Irevery aspect oflife, they take advantage dhis favour to the fullestpossible
extent. They ponder upon every incident which befalls them and take wise and thoughtful action.
Believers also draw lessons from these incidents and gather enlightening experiengseid be
later in life. Never do they engage in inherited practices withoestioning them. Ithe system
handed down tdhem offers somethingeally favourablethey embrace itMeanwhile, they

don”t allow thenon-workable components of this system to influehed lives, and lose no

time in changing or improving conditions, if a renovation is requitat ismore important,

they live a peaceful and rewardinde in this world, and alsoattain happiness foall eternity

thanks to their considerate behaviour.
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These are the actual favours brought by conscience and wisdom.

Degeneration

What we refer to a8moral values”are the concepts introduced by religithat make life
beautiful and rewarding. Whenever these values are distorted, we face distatlyingpicture

in society. First of all, in an environment where no ruleslanits are observed|awlessness”
prevails. Inthis systemgveryonelays downhis own rules andprinciples, based on highly
variable criteria. In the ignorant society the basic principle that is applied is not to go to extremes
in social conduct and hence not to incur any reaction from the society. It is abodigtable to

do anythingwrong, aslong as it is not publicly disclosed. Ignorant peogédiver speeches

about virtuous conduct anchorals, or severely condenthosewho hold a contraryview.
However, they themselves violate these values when they are convinced that nobody sees them.

This isactually the mairbasis uporwhich theirphilosophy restsThey neverthink that Allah
surroundsthem all at every momentey never conceive that Heeeseverydeed theycommit
and hears every word they utter. They perceive degeneration as a “modern” way of living.

They fear being humiliated if they do not project image of a'modern person. This image
essentially callgor the flouting ofsuchmoral values afionesty.Someonefor instance, who
returns the money he found on the street to its owner is ridiculesdichn asituation, acceptable
behaviour according to ignorant people would be nagite the money backThis example
reflects only one aspect tife ignorantsociety”s understanding about morahlues however.
Concepts like honesty and chastity also lose their importance. Forgery and lyaugepted as
normal. A person may commit burglary sincefimels nothingwrong with it. Likewise,anyone
can tell a lie whenever hgishes. In this system other peofiave noright to object because
they also have the right to behave “freely”(!) in accordance with their own moral values.

The Qur'an makes it clear that people who adhere to the wadtes of the age of thgnorant
suffer for doing so:

Indeed, Allahwill not deal unjustly with man in any way. It is man who wrongs his

own soul.
Surah Yunus: 44

In a society where people adhere radigious values,they conduct themselvagsponsibly
towards each other since they go in fear of Allah. They never deign to be dishonestoere,
and certainlynever push things to suckxtremes as to make life difficulor others. Moral
values become the basis of all acts and conduct.

Relations Based on Interest Rather than on Honesty and Sincerity

Interest-ridden relationsjso atrait of theignorantsociety, donot allow the forming of true
friendships. True friendshipgemand sacrifice and thought; dmes to considethe needs and
interests of the other person rather than one’s own and seek wagwitte peaceand comfort

to him/her.Such asensitive approacls, however.entirely contrary to theainderstanding of
ignorant people. Their primitive rationale calls for a non-appeasing obedience to self-interests on
the misconception that life is short and the world is a temporary place.
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This rationale howevebrings harm rather than benefit. The trouble causedttiy selfish
approach affectshem themost. All throughouttheir lives, they have tospendtime in an
environment where they never experience true love and respect. They areaakaeythat their
friendshipsare based ommutual interests. Thefeel nodoubtthat in times of trouble their
“friends” will just disappear. They alsapproach other peopleith the same mentalityYet all
their lives they complain that they have no true friends around them..

People who are ignorant assume a self-sacrifiattityde towards theiiriends onlywhen they
believe it is “advantageous”. Fort@mporary period ofime, they pretend to be a loyal friend.
Yet, once the advantage have been defiinad this relationship they assume a cool and distant
attitude, implying that they no longer need such a bond.

This is indeed avery well known process. It ignteresting thanobody condemns others or
opposes this systeince all members of the ignorant society think in the samag. Even
marriages or relationships between immediate family membelsaseel on this systerRather
than offeringtrust, love and respect, the twsides approackeach othewith the intention of
drawing some benefits fromhe otherWomengenerally see marriage as a guarafteetheir
future. Thebank account othe prospectivdhusband in most ofhe cases serves as lige
insurance. Thouglmever openly voiced, marriage is considered as a contract. If the man is
wealthy,the womarmassumes herself toave made agood deal. The man feels the same and
assumeshimself to be the one whtaleceives” the other. As irall dealings, hestands taeap
some benefits; his beautifulife becomes something to boast aboutleést he guarantees the
existence of someone at home who the rest of heirife will patiently do the housework, iron
his shirts and take care of the children.

Such a system is surellge inevitableconsequence of beirayvay from the Islamic standpoint.
Seeing people as a meansattain particulagoals is assuredly major part of the significant
detriment caused by disbelief to a society steeped in ignorance.

This distortedrationale isalso conveyed to newgenerations. Influenced by theparents,
children start to see their parents as “providers” who look tiféen,get themthrough schools

and finally arrange for them to have a respectable profession. In return, parents see their children
as possessions to “invest in.” Their ultimate aim is to have someonwilvitake care of them

when they growold. Theseintentions, nevempronouncedloudly, but intenselyfelt and
experienced, occupy the minds of all individuals in the ignorant society.

As we haveseen, believing thhavedonethe best fortheir lives, allmembers ouch asociety,
without exceptionconformwith this order.However, it is agreatloss not to experienceeal
intimacy and honesty evemith one’s own spouse ochildren. Knowingthat immediate family
members, too, approach each other with materialistic intentions certainly causes inner pain.

However, the ills stemming from the corrupted mentality of the ignorant society are not restricted
only to the aforementioned cases. The loneliness felt here in this world also |aditetemity.
Allah warns man against such a disappointment beforehand:

Now you have come to Us solitary as We created you at first, and you havehefd
you all that We bestowedpon you, and We do ngee with you your intercessors,
those whom you claimed to be Allah’s equals. Now the bond between you is severed,

and that which you presumed has failed you.
Surah Al-Anaam: 94
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When a person submitsimself to Allah, He protects him.Such a persorbecomes the
everlasting companion of all prophets, angels and all believers

Those who obey Allah and the messenger shall dwell with those to whom Allah has
shown favour: the prophets, the saints, the margmd the righteous. The best of

company are they!
Surah Al-Nisa: 69

Living in Unsanitary Conditions

The primitive rationale, making “to survive” the ultimate goal of life, causes its members to drift
into a “disorganised” lifestyle. One of the grounds of this mentality is to have more ttaleto
pleasure from life. Thigoal, manifesting itself in commophrasedike “to make themost of

life” or “to savour themoment”, is eagerly promoted and encouraged, as being the
“contemporary lifestyle.”

There is another poirthat deserves mention here: the fact that individuals attach importance to
nobody but tothemselvesand thus show ndrue love and respect to anybodgyventually
introduces such way of living. This situation becomes most apparent in marriageshioh
couples losenutual respectustafter marriageboth sides do ndtesitate to behave in a way
they never dared before the weddingpendingall day in pyjamaswith unwashedface,
uncombed hair and bdateath, or living in éhousewhere the kitchersurfacesoverflow with

dirty dishes the whole day long are all the outcome of this mentality.

Indeed,this mentality brings nothing budifficulty, disorder and chaos tbe lives ofignorant
people. On the pretext of not wasting time, they avoid many tkiagsvouldbring anaesthetic
touch to their lives. They deal with only the essentials and do not exert themsehadeettheir
environment beautiful. For instance, they do not pay attention to detéliésdoing housework.
They often find it difficult tocleanup; just not seeinghe dirtall around is most othe time a
sufficient excusdor not doing anycleaning. Some peopleerceive ironingtaking a shower,
changing dirty linen, towels, clothes or tidying their room agaste of time. Thegon”t wash
their clothes unless an obvious stain or dirt appears on them.c@h&lybebothered tashave.
Especially in cold weather they dislike taking a ballostly they only wash their hair. In some
cultures, womerthave a‘practical” solution forthis: theyvisit a hair-dresser once \aeek and
never feel the need to wash their hair until the nesit to thehair-dresser. Instead of taking a
shower, they generally camouflagay undesirable odowvith scents and deodorantshich
makes it even more disturbing. Ignorant peame importance to the outer appearance of their
clothes, yet theylont feel thenecessity to wash clothinghich givesoff a strongsmell of
sweat, food or cigarettes.

This primitive “understanding of hygiene” is especially widespread among young pEogile.
favourite clothes are worn-out or ripped jeans “soaked” in diinigersities analiscos or on

the streets, it is verpopular to sit orpavements or steps, wearing dirty leather jackat
muddy boots, and to carry faded satchels. They generally do not tidy their wardrobes; dirty
clothes are thrown crumpled into the wardrobe, right next tal#amones.The cleaning lady

does all the cleaning oncengeek;and so as not to spetiche ondish-washing, they generally
prefer “fast food”.

Encouraged on the pretext Ghodernism”, this understanding and lifestyle enjoyspecial
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popularity among the section of sociedglled “intellectuals.” The majority of thesgeople,
mostly made up of journalists, authors, painters, actoogts and people in show business,
project the image of the “intellectuakith dirty beardsgreasy hair and untidy clothes.n&xt
appearancavith cleanand well pressedclothes, theybelieve, issomething incompatiblevith
their “charisma.”

Such unsanitary conditions surely negatively influence these ignorant people. Beuhgyor

old, they developliseases caused Imgalnutrition and unsanitary condition&lways inhaling
cigarette smoke in their officeshoppingmalls, caf'es, etc.,their skins turnyellowish and they
suffer serious lung problems. However, these are the negative affects observed onlyody.the
Living in dirty and untidy places along with other people who likewise do not care about sanitary
conditions has anegative effect ontheir psychology too. Intime, they become entirely
insensitive to beauty and aesthetics. Thigdsially theconsequence of a choice thelingly

make.

The Qur'an, onthe contrary, encourages manlive in the cleanest anthost beautiful places
possible. Allah gives a detailed account of how believers should lead their lives in the Qur'an;

And your garments keep free from stain!
Surah Al-Muddassir: 4

You could possibly substitute : “Allah loves those that turn to Him in repentance and

strive to keep themselves (pure and) clean.
Surah Al-Bagarah: 222

O mankind! Eat of that which is lawful and wholesome in the Earth.
Surah Al-Bagarah: 168

They ask you as to what is allowed to them. Say: The good things are allowed to you.
Surah Al-Maeda: 4

He will make lawful for them all good things and prohibit for them only the foul.
Surah Al-Araf: 157

Remember We made the House (The Ka’ba in Makka) a place of assembly for men
and a place of safety; made the station of Abraham a place of prayecoWwsmanted
with Abraham and Isma’il, that they should purify My House for those who walk

round it, or use it as a retreat, or bow, or prostrate themselves (therein in prayer).
Surah Al-Baqgarah: 125

(Others) said: Your Lord best knows how long you have tarried. Now let one of you
go with this silvercoin into the city, and let hinsee what food is purest there and

bring you a supply of it.
Surah Al- Kahf: 19

To John we said: ‘Observe the Scriptures witfiren resolve’. We bestowed on him

wisdom grace and purity; and he was devout.
Surah Maryam: 12

In the name of “modernism”, ignorant peopleateunsanitary and disorganisedvironments
with their own hands. Onthe otherhand by complyingwith the principles of theQur’an,
believers enjoy the beauties of this life before attaining the Hereafter.
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The Moral Values
of Ignorance

In a society steeped in ignorance, there is a single type of human chdtfactegh changing in
details from ongoerson taanother, the attributes tiis character are fundamentally the same.
The mainreasonwhy ignorant peopléavethis commoncharacter is evidentheir disbelief in
Allah and the Hereafter.

It is quite pointless to expect someone, who feels no feAlladf, to conduct himself honestly
and responsibly. That is simply because these people assume that Allah is unaweteiin
their minds or whatever they do in secret.

In this section, wewill further analyse the reprehensible movalues indoctrinated by the
primitive rationale of ignorance. Yet, one point needs to be clarified before goirgetatls: the
characteristics that will be mentioned below do exisvieryman’s soul. Allah informs man in
the Qur’an that these are inspired in the soul for man’s essential trial on earth:

By the soul and the proportion and order given to it; atsdenlightenment as to its

wrong and its right; truly he succeeds that purifies it, and he fails that corrupts it!
Surah Al-Shams: 7-10

Only men ofunderstanding enduedith faith do notallow themselves be ledstray by the
negative commandments of their soul. They demonstnagteyatrongcommitment tgpurifying
their souls.

Ignorant people, who neveponder onthe Day of Judgment, naturally find neeason to
condemn reprehensible moral values and replace them with values deemed to be righteous in the
presence of Allah.

There is another point that deserves mention: anmgmayantpeople, there may b&mewho,

for certain reasons, discard the above-mentioned reprehensible qualities. It may well be that these
people, for personalbenefit or other reasonsvoid conducting themselves as ignorance
commands.However, it should bewell understoodthat these people conduct themselves
responsibly not becauskey fear Allah. Inother words, they do not restrain themselves from
indulging in the ignorantvay of conduct because they af&od-fearing. This is rather an
important point, since a person who feels no fear for Allah may well abruptly cheraftude

once changing conditions contradius interests. Arapparentlygenerous andenderperson

may, therefore, suddenly turn out to be mean and rude. Feeling rforfédlah, he isprone to

evil and apt to commit misdeeds at any time.

In brief, all individuals of thdgnorant society may not display the attitudes described in the
following pages. However, there is neason tdoelieve thathey will never change their minds
and suddenly start to behave ignorantly. The fact that one has rforfédlah makes him open
to the inculcation of ignorance. On the contrary, adheren@it@nic principles, firmly based
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on fear ofAllah, neverallows for indoctrination of any kind and makesan committed to His
Will.

In this section, some aspects of the reprehensible aspects of ignorance will be described:

Laziness

People consider laziness as having rather limited connotations. Mostly they never addept the
that they, too, may be lazy. Laziness is only attributed to p&dpeare relativelyesssensitive

to the undertaking of any responsibility as compared todasieofthe individuals in a society.
This aside, what is meant Blaziness” here is a behavioural disordégving seriousnegative
consequences, both spiritual and material, on society. Ignorant people are very licelgthos
“disorder.”

There is one major harm lazinedses toman: it is toput him into anidle state of mind.
However, what imbues a man with the virtue of being a human belng ability to think. If he
neveremploys thisability, he becomes a mere mechanibaing, completely bereft of wisdom

and insight. Reduced to thmsvel, the individualadheres to a rather statifestyle, bound by

given rules and principles. Making something different for the betterment of life becomes almost
impossible for such a persoRather than beingcrupulous andommitted to improving the
current conditions, it is perceived as being easier to comifiythe status quawithout judging

or questioning.

The influence of slothfulnessver conscience andillpower is observable iall dimensions of
life. Thosewho find pondering a burdeneverseek answers to some thfe most essential
guestions such as: “Why do we exist in this world?” Though acknowledggngnportance of
these issues, they prefer other people to cogitate on their behalf. This state ofapmden at
some point jeopardize a person”s spiritual and material well-being.

He fails, for instance, to take measures to maintain perfect healtinstance, helelays seeing
the doctor when he is suffering from a serious illness. Moreover, he makgeffort to avoid
undergoing the treatment advised by his doctor.

Laziness keepkim awayfrom enjoyinghimself, or having agood time. Rather than enjoy
himself, he watches others enjoying themselves, since this does not require any effort.

Having theopportunity to prepare a comfortalppace for himself, heprefers tolive in an
uncomfortable one, only because he finds it difficult to think.

Rather than cook healthy food, ignorant people prefer fast food, just because it is easy to obtain.
They find it difficult to read and widen their horizons, and hence always confine themselves to a
narrow way of thinking. They are very willing to earn a lot of money, yet rather than concentrate
on honest ways of making money, they try effortless and illegal ways. Where they face a serious
difficulty, they prefer suicide which is the easiest way out. Infinite examples aggndmeonthis

subject; the main idea here, however, is the ultimate aim of ignorant peapievit@ bymaking

the minimum effort.

The bestvay to dothis is toallow thestatus quo t@erpetuate itself. This ihy productivity
and creativity continuously decline in ignorant societies. As well as opetisenalevel, such a
regression takes place on the social level as a wholsoblter does somethimggin popularity
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in one country than it also becomes fashionable in others. Soaygs, commercials or
propaganda methods aremediatelycopied. The main rationale lyingehind this is surely
“laziness”, the lack of commitment to innovation.

As we haveseen,laziness is one of the importatitehavioural disorders” which ignorant
people suffer from. However, it is interesting tti@s behaviour is nevetondemned in society;
rather it is accepted as a normal trait. People whanaob/ed inthis systemare noteven aware
of the detriment itbrings into their lives and the beauties thayiss. Therefore, theyfind no
reason to change this situation.

Adherence tdQur’anic principles removesll these featurewhich are peculiar to thignorant.
What makes gpersontake action ishis belief in Allah and the Hereaftetthis causedim to
make serious efforts to engage in good deeds. For such a pgesois ndime tolose in this
world. Every passing moment brings an opportunity to do good deeds. liepoasnt targets

to achieve. Thereforaather than beindazy, hetries to be productive and demonstrates a
relentless dedication to worllllah states in theQur’an that this is the type ofperson He
appreciates:

Vie with one another for forgiveness from your Lord and a Garden as vast as the
heavens and the earth, which is in store for those who believe in Allah and His
messengers. Such is the bounty of Allah, which He bestows upon whwith. H&ah

is of Infinite Bounty.
Surah Al-Hadid: 21

And whoever desires the Hereafter astdves for it withthe effort necessary, being a

believer for such, their effort shall find favour (with their Lord).
Surah Al-Isra: 19

Jealousy

One ofthe basic features of the ignorant society is jealo@ye, having no belief in the
Hereafter, embraces this world ambitiously. He desires toaidkantage of all thepportunities
this world offers and to satisfy the infinite passions he has. This ambition is felt so inthasely
he always wants to be thmest inevery aspect of life.Such atarget inevitablymakes him
perceive the people surrounding him as potential rivals.

This standpointthe mainbasis ofjealousy,shapesalmost the whole life of @aerson from his
birth. He learns the competition rules by heart and {héts into practicevith no difficulty. At
some point inhis life, this passiorreachessuch extremes that hean”t acceptothers being
superior to him or simply can’t stand others being successful.

Ignorant people witlsuch an outlooklevote alltheir energies to excelling in thgrofessional

lives or in any other aspect of social life. They should be married to the most beautiful woman or
to the most handsome man. The most gorgeous house, the most luxurious furnitestctire

the most successful children, the best quality clothes should always belong to them. They should
be the ones travelling to the most beautiful places in the world. This outlook ultimately leads to a
vital competitionfor ignorantpeople.Out of jealousy, theydon”t wantothers to prosper. This
surely demonstrates ffawed mentality,since thebeauty, wealth or relatively bettdiving
standards of others is not an impediment to one’s own improvement.
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The flawed rationale of the ignorant society is not dintyted to these examples. Being jealous
is accepted as being a greatly appreciated characteristic in gtimisewho claimnot to be
jealous arebelieved to besomewhat abnormal and extraordinary. Accordingwtaat the
convictions of ignoranceélemand,relationships should bdriven by jealousy. If an ignorant
individual, for instance, has someone he really loves, he feels he madibwatnybody else to
approach him, to feel attachment to him or to become a good friend of Blsphlelremain that
person”s one andnly friend. However, an individuamay be loved bynore than ong@erson.
The love of one by no means affects theve of another. On the contrary, that particular
individual has a remarkable personality, it is natural that many people would like to love him.

Never feeling contentiith what they have,thosewho suffer from jealousycannot attairreal
happinessThe existence of bettehings aroundthem always make them feetstless and
depressed. This is a rational explanation of the harm which can be done by jealousy.

Rather than adhering to such a difficult and troublesome system, it is mucltoneesient to
comply with what is revealed by Allah and purge the mind of jealarsy and greed and keep
away from temptation. The soul of man is prongetdousy, yet it is quitpossibleand, infact,
easy to rid oneself of this feelingrough wisdom and conscience. Tfast is explained in the
Qur’an as follows:

Greed is ever present in the minds (of men). But if yogatd and keeprom evil,

Allah is ever informed of what you do.
Surah Al-Nisa: 128

Allah commands man to purify his soul of jealousy and replace it with a totally diftetéunde,
giving priority to the wishes and needs of other people rather than one’s own soul.

This is indeed a self-sacrificirggtitude. In a number of verses in fQar’an, the actions of a
spirit completely purified of jealousy are indicated:

They give food, despite their love for it, to the poor and orphans and captives.
Surah Al-Insan: 8

Those who, despite their love for it, give away their wealth to their relatives and to

orphans and the very poor, and to travellers and beggars and to set slaves free.
Surah Al-Baqgarah: 177

Muslims give everything 6 even the things to which they attach much importance 6 to others, and
while doing so, they are never diverted by any kind of ambition or jealousy. Following the moral
principles of the Quran will certainly remove all the griedm one’s heart andwill enable one

to attain the good pleasure of Allah.

Arrogance

Ignorant peoplare oftenpossessed by “delusions of grandeultie to the favourgiven to
them by Allah. One who is “contaminated” with this evil called “arrogance” soonhs@sslf
as the wisest or the most talented man on earth.

Moreover, the possession of money, status or beauty is not essential for one to be arrogant; once
an individualsees higntelligence assuperior tothat of others, he mawell be caught up in
ignorant self-confidence. An arrogant perdmglieves that alpeople surroundinghim are
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incapable whereas he, himself, is very gifted and therefore impressive.

In time, these convictions become the underlypiglosophy ofall behaviour. In this state of
mind, arrogant people disregard all advice or criticism that might help them to think more clearly.
They often humiliate other people by frequently expressing their dislike for them and their ideas.
Furthermore, they carry theonviction that, asother people”s mistakes becomapparent, so

does their own “perfection.”

Such a misapprehensiondstually detrimental to man. Arroganb&rs the mind tosuch an
extent thabbne cameverrealise towhatdegree. While, due tolack of proper understanding,
everybody surrounding him almost pities him, he believes himself td'fgemarkable” person.
He furtherbelieves that he is personwho earnsthe respect obthers.However,contrary to
what he believes, such an attitude displayed with the mere intention of appeaengrmakes
one inferior in the eyes of other people; people of thisaerimerely disliked, disrespected and
are ultimately left alone in society.

An arrogant persorcan never make an intimafeend; lacking in wholeheartedness and
modesty, halisplays no respedbr others. Such mannensevitably cause uneasinessnong
the people surrounding him.

Not only for the people around him, but also for the pelsaself, arrogance isurely amajor

source of trouble. First oéll, a personclaiming superiority over others shouldalways be
cautious; he should never make mistakes. Otherwise, he may lose the so-called “respect” he has
earned in theyes of other peopl&uch anattitude certainlyrequires painstaking efforts. He
cannot express himself freely or treat people as he likes; he has to caiidtteconsequences

of any behaviour that is likely to tarni$iis image. If a particulakind of behaviourfits in with

his image, or has an improving effect on it, he decides to indulge imdt, Ihesimply remains

quiet. He can neither laugh, enjoy himself nor participate in an intimate conversation as he would
like to do. This meticulouattention tosuchdetails eventually reveaitself in his body and on

his face in the form of spasms. Such an appearance renders the expresdiacepallaeitvery

pretty, ugly and meaningless. Furthermore, despite the fact that the bontaras created as a
social being with a natural enjoyment of companionship, an arrpgasbnremains distant and

cool towards people, and thus never experiences a close relationship.

Such a manner is, however, both meaningless and detrimental to the dawhdvian is only a
servant ofAllah, inherentlyweak and dependent ohis Creatorfor all his needs. He has no
control over the shape of his body or his talents. These are all shaped under the control of Allah.

“Arrogance” creates a mentally unhealthy person, unai@ea to have grasp ofthe greatness
of Allah. He cannothink that he himself is merelgne of the billions ofiving things on this
planet. The capacity of aarrogant person tdhink becomes sdimited that he cannot
comprehend that he can never create something similar to the creation ofNallatan heever
think that he isvulnerable to theliseases caused by viruses anidrobes, all invisible to the
naked eye. Considering these facts, to avoid being the servant of Allah is incomprefiensible
wise man.

The harm caused by arrogance to the husta isquite apparentdowever,the destruction it
brings is notrestricted only to this worldAllah proclaimsthat, inthe Hereafterthosehaving
conducted themselves arrogantly will face a bitter punishment.
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Enter the gates of Hell, remaining in it timelessly, for ever. How evil isbioele of

the arrogant!
Surah An-Nahl: 29

And when it is said to him: Be careful of your duty to Allah, pride carried him off to

sin. Hell will settle his account, an evil resting-place.
Surah Al-Baqgarah: 206

Being Vindictive

There is noreason for a persowhose mindhas nocompletegrasp ofthe Hereafter to be
forgiving and tolerant. The rationale commanding him merely suggestthithbte is short and
temporary, andhus one hasto make themost ofit.” Under suchcircumstances, personal
interests should be guarded resolutely and “a good lesson” shogidebeéothosewho are a
hindrance to the furtherance of these interd8iss rationale further commandbat aperson
should never forget any misbehaviowfith a sense ofrievance, heshouldalways occupy his
mind with the remembrance ahjust conduct towardsim andmakeplans totake his revenge
as soon as possible.

Nursing grievances almost becomes a habih such a persorgometimes a minor mistake is

not forgotten for decadeMostly, misbehaviour is really quite minor; so minor that it is not
recalled by the perpetratoret the “supposer” believes that a wicked intention libghind the
mistake. In the ignorant society, the passion to take revenge often results in undesirable incidents
like injury or murder.

However,such anattitude doesthe most harm tahe person himself. Hdeels anxious and
believes that the people around him feel enmity towards hineveleates every incident in the
light of this baseless distrusDevoting all his energy and skills tdollowing the negative
inspirations of hisoul, such a persorventuallybecomes bereft afreativity and productivity.
Moreover, he is set adrift by hatred and grief, and totally loses his joy in life.

Nevertheless, the johat forgiveness and toleranggves to man is incomparably greater than
any satisfaction arising from being irfuaious state ofmind, 6 theconsequence of hatred and
the desire tdake revenge. Forgivingeople,contrary to how it isperceived in thagnorant

society, is a virtue and is conduct worth praising. In the Qur’an, forgiveness is praised thus:

Keep to forgiveness (®uhammad), and enjoin kindness, and turn aviteayn the

ignorant.
Surah Al-Araf: 199

Let evil be rewarded with like evil. But whoever pardons aedks reconcilement, his

wage is the affair of Allah. He does to love the wrong-doers.
Surah Al-Shura: 40

Contrary to this gloomyife of ignorance, the principles of tH@ur'an offer avery “warm”
environment.This is also shown to be @haracteristic of Heaven. Henceréminds usthat
forgiveness is conduct of the highest virtue:

And We shall remove from their hearts any lurking sense of injury. Beneathwiliem
be rivers flowing, and they shall say: “Praise be to Allah, who bailed us to this
(felicity): never could we have found guidance, had it not Heenhe guidance of
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Allah: indeed it was the truth, that the Messengers of our lboodight to us.” And
they shall hear the cry: “Behold! The Garden before you! You have been made its

inheritors, for your deeds (of righteousness).”
Surah Al-Araf: 43

Being Displeased and Bored

Those adhering ttmoral principles” grounded in ignoranchaveone attribute in common:
being bored and depress&iich people constantlgxpresscomplaints.What is more, those
who have nothing wrongwith themtry to find something theyan complain about. In the
ignorant society, this has become an absolutely ndtalad, like eating odrinking. Besides, it
is readily accepted by society since it is the habit of so many people.

From the moment one wakes up in the morning, anything can be the subject of complaint. Not
having had a sound sleep, hot weather or the loud noise neigmbakesmaywell be the cause

of that day”’s complaint. Ignorant people relentlessly complain about traffic jams, the grim life in
a big city, the ill-natured peopleall around, beingtired, having amonotonouslife, bad
neighbours, not being understood by otheople and many other things oc&n imagine. If

there is no reason to complain, the habitual complainant finds “pseudo-reasoosiplain; if

a woman,she complains becausshe is awoman. If she isdark, she expresses displeasure
because she is not blonde or blue-eyed.

There is no end to these reasons... this is a state of mind and people display reluctance to change
it.

In this state ofmind, ignorant peoplenever feelhappy with anything. Never staying positive
about life and seeing the good side of things, they never feel contented, even#bidne best
of everything.

Though endowedwith infinite favours, man feelsinsatisfied and showsgratitude. This is
mentioned in the Qur’an in the following words:

He gives you all you ask of Him, and if you reckoned up the favours of Allah, you
could not count them. Man is truly a wrong-doer, an ingrate.
Surah Ibrahim: 34

This primitive rationalestemming from ignorance dullgeople’s senseand causeshem to
remain apathetic towards the favours surrounding them.

The moral principles of Islam, the system beseting the spirituahnd physical needs ofian,

has just the contrary effect. l#eliever,perceiving every detail of creati@urroundinghim as a
kindness and gift of Allah, unceasingly shows dnatitude to Him. Heevaluates every incident
positively and finds the goodness in it. Furthermore, he devotes all his abilities to refurbishment.
Hence, hawill be rewarded byAllah with more favoursAllah states in theQur’an that those

who complain and thus show ungratefulness to Him will be deprived of all these favours.

And remember! Your Lord declared: “If you are gratefulwill bestow moreavours
upon you. But if you show ingratitude, truly My punishment shall be terrible indeed.”
Surah Ibrahim: 7
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Hopelessness

A person, who does not adhere to religious principles, believesvibiat incidentakesplace by
pure chance. He attributes everything to “good luck” or “bad luckdegperate state of mind
is the inevitable consequence of this spirit; doubtfégsk” is not something to rely on or to
invest hopes and dreams in.

This state of mind is actually a misfortune befalling the ignoféms is a natural consequence
of not having athorough grasp ofhe extent ofAllah’s Power and not understandirigat
everything is predestined Byim. A believer nevetoses hope andlwaysstayspositive about
life, since he firmly believes there is no single incidbiat does notoccur undetthe control of
Allah. There is one and only one Powero creates everythinglying and non-living, and who
controls them every moment; this is the Power of Allalpefsonwho iswell aware ofthis fact
understands that nothing is impossible and ¢vatything can change in a moment by the Will
of Allah. It is thereforevery natural that a persoimaving no faith inAllah and believing in
“coincidences” cannot overcome despair. Thiadtially a state afind, a mereconsequence
of his standpoint.

Ignorant people are inherently prone to see a muneleam@ as &inister steamrollethat would
flatten their lives. Therefore, they amever‘on goodtermswith life.” They entirely abandon
themselves to negative convictions and concalin®stall circumstances to be riger tragedy.
They aredisgruntled to aextreme degred-romthe very beginningthey approach problems
with a defeatist attitude. Alwaysarrying theconviction that‘nothing will be all right”, they
believetheir lives will be full of misery. They always see thgrospects as being grim. For
instance, they assume that they will not go on to a brilliant academic ¢areerif they manage
to earn a graduatgegree, their fear ithis occasiorwill be of not making a remarkable career.
They arealso apprehensive about their marriages. Tiye deep misgivings abounharriage,
children, theirchildren’s education andall plans regardinghe future. Their unfathomable
misgivings go to great lengths indeed. For instance, they give themselvesugh tthoughts as
how once they die, they will be soon forgotten and there will be no one visiting their graves. This
desperate mood is recounted in the Qur’an thus:

And when We make life pleasant for man, he turns away and is averse; and when ill

touches him he is in despair.
Surah Isra: 83

Man does not weary of asking for good (things), but if adversity touches him, he gives

up all hope (and) is lost in despair.
Surah Fussilat: 49

The ignorant ar@also known as disaster-mongers. Tladyays predict the worst and $ead

other people also to despair. For instance, just when their friends are about tolaiaed they

talk about thedangers oftravelling by plane. Or, rather than wishthers well in a new
investment, they express concern about the declining market situation and the chances of being
unsuccessful.

These aredoubtless only dew examples.Yet what deserves mention here is tisgstem
ignorance introduces: people who adhere to the morals of ignoranoelyaufferthemselves
but also become a major cause of unrest for others. This is syyedglietable outcome of any
system rooted in ignoranc®éhat is more interesting is thagnorant people knowinglgive
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their seal of approval to a system that creates troubleestiéssness both in thigorld and the
Hereatfter.

The moral values of religion give man a much more elevated standpoint, in no way comparable to
this ignorant rationale. Knowintpe Power ofAllah makes people hopeful and happwpth in
this world and after. That is due to the fact that they comply with the commandments of Allah:

Do not despair of the solace from Allah. No one despairs of solace from eXtzdpt

for the disbelievers.
Surah Yusuf: 87)

Being Indifferent

The word*“indifference” expresseshe unconcerned and insensitigétitude peopleassume

towards eventsMisled by ignorance, peopleonceive“indifference” to beperfectly sound
behaviour. After all, they have been born into a society of ignorant people who habitually display
this manner.However an objectiveoutlook, entirely purified of themisapprehensions of
ignorance, asserts just the contrary: being unconcerned is surely not as innocent a standpoint as
it sounds; the reality is, indifference is a state in which the conscience is “numbed”.

A personwho wants tchave aclear conscienchas to beready atall times to undertake any
responsibility he meets. This is no doubt a burden for thbeehave nofaith in the Hereafter.

Therefore, inorder toavoid having tocarry out tasks, theynake this state of mind the
fundamentalphilosophy oftheir existence. Irsuch astate, the individuaprimarily does not

shoulder his own responsibilities. The people around him have to do so on his behalf.

No less than the person himself, the people surrounding him also suffer fraattitie. Such

a persommakes promises, bueverkeepsthemdue to hisinconsiderate attitudd.ikewise, he
borrowsmoney,but never gives iback; not because s nomoney,but because he simply
forgets it. Sometimekis inconsiderate manners go to great lengths and become a threat to his
health asvell as tothe health ofothers. He neglects takingwvial drug, for instance. Or, he
leaveshis toddler alone on thbeach, neveconsideringthat he maydrown. Onecan observe
thousands of similar examples in daily life.

For instance, encountering a severely woungdedson in araffic accident, what gerson of
clear conscienceloes is totake him to the hospital, no matter how greatuary he is in.
However, goersonwho remains indifferenjust glances asuch ascene and keeps dariving.
Or, he simply thinks that someone else would come and help the wounded person.

As we haveseen,“being indifferent” isanotherway of saying“lacking in conscience.” In
such amood,due to insensitiveness, the indiffergatrson simply disregardsanyissues and
does not suffethe slightespangs ofconscience. Moreover, he inwardhjinks for himself as
the smartest man on earth. Suchatitudecauses airreplaceabldoss to one’seternal life; he
loses all the opportunities in this world to attain the good pleasure of Allah.

A believer, onthe otherhand, whaodisplays consideratieehaviour,doesthe best for hiseternal
life. His sensitivity also makes it possible for him to lead a comfortable life in this world.

Greediness

Attachment to this life andravingfor possessionsause ignorant people to gé out to attain
their worldly goals. A person aiming to “make the most of this life” surely showsesitation
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in displaying a greedy attitude. Life is short, he thinks, and rather than engggedideeds to
attain the eterndife, he believes it to baiise to make thenost of this life.With this goal in
mind, he takes every opportunity to have more of everything.

This structure, though obviously seen in all sections of the ignorant society, is said to apply only
to a particular section of it. In this context, it is widbblieved thabnly some peoplareprone

to greedinessYet the facts are otherwise. Being one of fhrevalent characteristics of the
morality of ignorance, greediness reveals the standpoint of the people and the ignorant society in
the clearest way.

Be they wealthy or pooignorantpeople, indoctrinateavith a philosophy based oworldly
benefits, are driven bgreed.For instance, at social gatheringsd parties, theyovereat and
drink too much, everwhen they arenot hungry. Atwork, they makedozens of unnecessary
telephone calls just because thag free. Or, they browder hours in shoppingnalls and
pricey boutiques to buy goods thdgn”t really needThis is indeed a deep-rootédisease”
influencing relationsevenamongimmediate familynembers. Avoman,for instancedemands
that her husbanddedicate himself ambitiously this work, so thatshe can maintain her
expensive taste@mbition and greedinesdominate society to the extent thatniimbs the
ignorant into becoming burglars or swindlers.

This morality, making a man greedy for every kind of triflgpesceived byignorant people as a
sign of smartness. Yet it obviously degrades him.

Being sincere and honest is much easier and more enjoyablasihghow cunning toattain
certain goals. A faithful person takes the benefdlbthe favours in this world irthe bestway.

He knowsthat allfavours belong t&llah andthat He rewards maanceasingly if He Wills.
Hence, he neitheleels ambitiousnor becomes greedySuch anattitude rewards mamith

nobility and respectability, and, more importantly, the approval of Allah.

Selfishness

In the ignorant society one man cares for another only when he believes that he is someone from
whom he carderive benefits. Otherwise, there is m@asonwhy aperson shouldlevote all his

energy to the care of another. Occasionally, there may be some in$tarftissdoing someone

a favour; yet ignorancdemandshat this should not bedopted as a principl®ue to this
viewpoint, ignorant people become inconsiderate and egoistic. A deepe of egoism is
implanted in children by their parents when they are&ily young. Children refusing to share

their favourite toysfood orbeloved familymembers is thénitial sign of thisattitude. In the

latter years of life this negative attitude is buttressed by inhumane and thoughtless manners.

An egoisticperson thinks onhabout himself. Theeeds and problems of othereverbother
him. Sitting next to a hungry person, he enjoysnhésal, neverthinking to sharet. When he is
sick, he looks after himself very well, yet fails to care for some other person whesible ide
pretends not to see his friend dripping wet in the rain orstteet,thinking that seats of his car
would get wet if he offered him a lift. He just side-steps someone falling next to him.

Ignorant people also display inhumapehaviour whertonditionscall for promptaction. For
instance, they refuse to donate blood for a wounded person who urgently needs it.
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In religion, however, egoism, selfishness and inhumanity are replaced by mercy and considerate
behaviour. Whenever there meed, a believecomes to help. Aall for help is immediately
responded to. Nor doesbeliever ever givérouble to theopposite side. A strikingxample of

such conduct is recounted in the Qur’an as follows:

They give food, despite their love for it, to the poor and orphans and captives: “We
feed you only out of desire for the Face of Allah. We do not want any repayment from

you or any thanks. Truly we fear from our Lord a glowering, calamitous Day.”
Surah Al-Insan 8-10

Being Bad-Tempered

In the ignorant society, only the people who really make a nuisance of themselves are referred to
as “difficult people”. People who stir up a dispute or provok®erdlict in daily life are wholly
excluded from this descriptiorHowever, tolerant and seemingly quiet people also show
intolerance and become bad-tempered in particular situations. There are defomtelypeople

they dislike andvhom they cannot get alomwgth. Howeverthe rationale of ignorance accepts

such an attitude to be perfectly “reasonable” and “normal.”

In family life, unceasing quarrels amorigmily members aralso regarded a%ordinary.”
Impudent manners are played downewencovered up byusing expressionbke “these are
family problems,” or “this happens inevery family.” The same mentalitholds true for
relations among friends. They say, for instance, “just because we lfewealisagreements, this
does notmean we arenot friends”. There is constant disagreemdygtween teachers and
students in school, bosses and employees, employees and other employeesDatvensrkfor
instance, dispute with other drivers in traffic. There is dissension among neighblatik&s, in
brief, among all those in social contact with each other.

Mostly these arguments rest on ridiculdaessesEven if there is nothing to arguabout, they
“invent” one. Forinstance, a mageesthe absence diis favouritedish at supper as a good
reason to argueith his wife. A woman,unable to convincéer husband teake a stroll, may
well pick a quarrel. Every moment of daily life is a source of unresdaudission foignorant
people; thenoise neighbouramake, acrying child, a barking dog, a caroccupying theprivate
parking lot, a honking horn, or a low increase in salary, in brief, everything...

These people who become tense over even minor situations do not see anythingithrtimg

or the unbearable environment tHee in. Sometimes spending teouchtime togetherwith a
personbecomes “ @good” reason for amrgument. They becont®redwith each other, and
eventheir acceptablevishes become upsettinghis relationship inime becomes intolerable.
What ismore interesting is that they anell aware ofthe fact that a change in circumstances
and people would not alter this situation. Wherever they govaateverthey do, intolerance is
always a factor.

At this point the following question arises*What are the underlyingreasons for this
intolerance?”

In ignorant societies, all members believe that they are absolutelyNightlisplayingtolerance,
they never think of being gentle to someone whbassh.Instead, they remain contentious and
create more tension.
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Yet the Qur'an is quite clear on this point and those adhering to the Qur'an see what is right and
immediately follow it. Consequently, tfeonflicting opinions of individualsare replaced by

“what is commanded by Allah ithe Qur'an.” The commandments d@llah providesolutions

to problems.Hence, rather tharcontradictions and problemssolutions are inevitably
forthcoming. Onenho is totally obedient to the moral principles of tQer’an respects and

loves people. Adherence to the Qur'an demands being thoughtful and respectfubponities

of others. With such arattitude, no trouble arises. While ignorant people constantly
bother each other over minor issues, believers live a life of adhering @utten. Therefore, in

a society of believers nothing happens to trouble people and make them restless.

Being Contentious

One of the characteristics of a person who sticks to the principles of the moralityCdtha

is that he does not “indulge in idle talk.” No doubt, such an avoidance offersgraiification,
both spiritual andmaterial. Rather than joining in a conversation that is pointleggliever
spends his time on important and beneficial tasks. In that way, he also avoids the reffabing
of idle talk.

On the contrary, ignorant people have the incorrigible habit of “killing time” in long and unwise
conversations. The underlying reason for this irrational tendency is to free their minds from the
serious problems adflaily life. However,the obstinate and arrogaattitude theyassume in
conversations generally changes a fréailk into a heated argument. Mostly, they argue for
hours about a subjetitey knowlittle about and generallgirrive atnothing conclusiveDuring

these arguments they try to impose thgiinions on others. Sometimélsey become so
obstinate that thegon”t change thisattitudeevenwhen they are talking to an expert. In their
“small” world, they know more than a doctor and are wiser than a philosopher.

The comments they make in these arguments commonly rely on assumptions or hearsay. This is
also a characteristifor which people araevertaken to task irthe ignorant society. These
people are only referred to as fittle bit stubborn” or “people ofixed ideas.” Furthermore,

these are thought to be personal characteristics particular to that person.

However,the fundamentaleason forpeople getting into heated arguments isféot that their
souls are inclined to contention. Allah addresses this characteristic in the Qur'an:

“...but man is, in most things, contentious.”
Surah AlKahf: 54

People may argue to defend thstandpoint.However, what isstriking aboutthem is the
agitated style they use in their arguments. ifiost prominent feature the tone ofvoice they
use. Ignorant individuals assurtiet if theyshout loudly anairown out thevoice ofthe other
speaker, they will emerge victorious. Therefore, they speak in a high-pitched tone. In the charged
atmospherevhich this creates, contentioalso affectsthe arguers physicallyTheir agitation
becomes apparent from their blushing or the swelling of/¢ies on theneck. Their faces turn
wild with anger, which gives angly expression ttheir features. They cannot keegim; they
try to intimidate the otheside. They interruptach other, or rathespeak athe samdime, not
paying attention to anyone. If orsgde remainscalm, then the other provokdsm, trying to
involve him in an argument. They free themselfesn this tense mood and finelief only
when their opponents give up.
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Believers, on the other hand, never experience such a state of mind. They acknowledge that there
are alwayssome people ofuperior understanding anakever insist on maintaining their
convictions when they are told theuth. If they are not knowledgeable abousubject, they

simply refrain from expressing opinioriskewise, they shun baselessonversations anthke

no notice of hearsayVith such arattitude, believerérom the veryoutsetmake a point of not
engaging in an argument. Their talkeverreach a deadlock. They fintbmplete relief and

peace in providingsolutions toproblems, and resolving conflicts. If the&lon’t have any
information about an issue, rather than stating their opinioniramving themselves in an
argument, they prefer to gather information in order to arrive at a healthy conclusion. This is also
what is advised by Allah in the Qur'an:

“and over every lord of knowledge there is one more knowing.”
Surah Yusuf: 76

Are those who know the equal of those who do not? But only memdefstanding

will pay heed.
Surah Al-Zumar: 9

Hypocrisy and Pretension

In the ignorantsociety, whatbothers people most ithe hypocritical and insincere type of
behaviour displayediVhat isinteresting,however, isthe fact thathosewho complain about it
are likewisehypocrites themselves. This ssirely aclear manifestation of the cruelty of the
system created by the ignorant.

Hypocrisy is displayingwo separate characters; one displayed outwardly and the other hidden
inside. The ondor the outerworld, embodies thdogus aspects dhe character artificially
shown to othersThe inner onéharboursthe deep, reghoughts. Surprisingly, ithe ignorant
society, everybodknows thisfact and acknowledges illah relates one of the features of
hypocrites in the Qur'an:

“They speak with their tongues that which is not in their hearts.
Surah Al-Fath: 11

Nevertheless, everybodynows when and where peoplereveal their true opinions. While
gossiping, for instance, people express their sincere thoughts about others. Heveevat ,that
moment people do not conduct themselves complbtetestly since they still hide their inner
thoughts abouthe personthey arespeaking to athat momentMost probably, their personal
opinion about that person will be later disclosed to somebody else.

Similarly, ignorant peopleaevealtheir innerthoughtswhen theybelievetheir interests are at
stake. For instance, people cannot help hiding their true feelings when they are furiously arguing
with somebody.

Hypocrites also continuouslyeceiveothers ancheverconduct themselvesonestly in order to
hide their real faceand inner thoughtsThe weapon they often empldpr this end is
pretension. Rather than being sincere and being the way they are, thegiwg daimitation of
sincerity. Yet since they fail to ddhis also, they conduct themselves in a wholly unnatural
manner.
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It is evident that in an environment where people are pretentiousoweuand respect canever

be attained. Ignorant people are also aware offdhtsand quitedisturbed byit, yet, because of
their crude way of thinking, they still foster this system. It is really difficult and troublesome for
a person to try to act like someone else believing in a totally different system and set of values.

Being honest and conducting oneself asiagle” person, both deep inside andtwardly,
brings great relief to thmdividual who then becomes relialded truthful, respected atal/ed

by everybody. Honesty and truthfulnes® the rewards of the morality of Islam to the human
soul. Complyingwith the commandments oAllah bringsrelief andpeace of mindsince one
does nothave to behavike something one is not. diminates thesuperstitions of ignorance
and offers an eadife to believersContrary tothe gloomy environments of ignorance, Islam
makes it possible to have sincere and warm relations and hence a life to be content with.

Mocking

Rather thamegative behaviour thahould beeliminated,mocking is considered &ay to have
fun or tohave agoodtime in thesociety of ignorance. Therefore, it is sociadlgceptable and
neverconsidered a misdeed. The members of the ignorant s@asstynethat they carattain
superiority by degrading others.

People mock others not only by words but also“sgphisticated” methodslike gestures,
mimicry, body language or other covert ways of communication.

How these sophisticated methods are transferred from one generation to another anehthow
member of the ignorant society is knowledgeable about them remains indeed a mystery. There is
neither abook nor a school to instruct youngstetsout thesérefined” ways to mock. Yet
everybody knowsvhat meaningdie behind apiece of mimicry or agesture. No one openly
speaks about mockery, although it is widely known and insidiously used.

In the ignorant society, everything can be a subject of mockery. Therdiisitno it. Disabled
people, the mispronunciation of a word, the physical make-up widaidual or evensneezing

and sobbing can be made a mockery of. According to the ignorant society stumbling and falling
is something to laugh &r hours on end. A persorho is laughed ator this reasorfeels
humiliated. For this reason, even if it hurtfoi he pretendghat it does not hurt.Furthermore,

to imply that he is not bothered by being mocked, he too laughs at himself.

People always feel anxiety about the possibility of looking ridiculous because of their failures or
appearancer-or instance,someone stammeringoes notfeel comfortableeventalking to his
closest friendTherefore, he mostly remains quiet.dach arenvironment, everyonieas to be
cautious about being ridiculed.

Mocking is not specific to @articular section of societjyowever. It is widespread ihigh
society, in ghettos, awork, in schools, inbrief, everywhere where thémoral values” of
ignorance are prevalent. It does not change according to culture levehef civilisation. Quite
conclusively, itmakes lifetroublesomewith the individualrequired atevery moment to pay
attention and make efforts to avoid being mocked.

People adopting the moraalues of theQur’an, however, neveannoy othersBelievers know
that weaknesses are speciatlyeatedfor human beings byAllah. This fact establishes the
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grounds of communication among people. Accordingly, insteadmempt, mercy ishown to
the disabled, tsufferers or to anybodyho has a weakneséllah enjoins careful attention to
this fact in the following verse:

O you who believe! Let not a man deride another man who may be better than he (is),
let not a woman deride another woman who may be better than she is; rosfaene
one another, nor insult one another by nicknames. It is an evil thing to be called by a

bad name after embracing the true faith. Those who do not repent are evil-doers.
Surah Al-Hujraat: 11

What deserves specific mention here is that being imibed tomakefun of everything may
well distract gperson’sattentionfrom religion, death or th®ay of Judgment. Othe sceptics
who assume the same attitude the Quran says:

“What!” they say. “When we are turned to bones and dust, shall we be restored to
life?” Say: “You shall, whether you turn to stone or iron, or any otbebstance
which you may think unlikely to be given life.” Then théy say: “Who shallbring

us back (to life)? Say: “He Who created you at first.” Then they will shake tregids

at you, and say: “When will this be?” Say: “It will perhaps be soon.™
Surah Al-Isra: 49-51

A person who mocks people shoutdweverkeep in mind that hevill face a bitterend for all
eternity:

Then evil was theonsequence to those who dealt in evil, because they denied the

revelations of Allah and made a mockery of them.
Surah Al-Rum: 10

Emotionalism and Being Romantic

In the ignorantsociety, emotionalismand being romantic are recognised to be essentially
humane behaviour andreality of life. People who are not emotional are regardeduttiess

and somewhabdd. Being romantic is associatedth a certain idealized imagenged with
magic and beauty.

Yet emotionalism is a state in whichpgrsonremains completelyinderthe influence of his
emotions and surrendehsmself entirely tohis instincts.Bereft of thinkingfaculties,such a
personfails to makesoundjudgements. Nobody, naven hehimself, can predict how his
emotionswill affecthis decisions. Aremotionalperson is simply ahe mercy ofhis feelings.

During the course of events, he fails to take into consideration the latter stdlgesletrimental
consequences of a decision and he becomes aware of his mistaketemigverything iover

and donewith. He takessudden and thoughtles&tion. His mood also changeabruptly; he

feels plunged into gloom or despair at one moment, while he is seized by jealousy at another. He
feels easily offended and becomes furious. His life is like a roller-coaster.

This is actually an attitude distressing to those who seek emotional satisfaction in their relations.
Not knowing what kind of moods other peopbgerience, they alwaysait for a“good time”

to communicate. In thig/ay, their life is spent inmeeting the emotional expectationsottiers.
Meanwhile, they expect the same from others. Though they diskk&ouble itgives, toone’s
astonishment, ignorant people enjoy the grief and gloomgds brought byemotionalism.
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Furthermore, they find &fe bereft of emotionalisnftoo monotonous and gloomy tove.”
This is actually a pretext t@over uptheir unsoundbehaviour,and to make this behaviour
socially acceptable.

This emotional state of minthevitably createsmentally unstable”people. Being constantly
under the influence of melancholynothing gives thempleasure. In arenvironment where
everybodyhas something tenjoy, theyinevitably find something togrieve over.Sometimes

they try to further intensify their grief by imaginary scenarnwsde up in their owminds. For

this reason, even though they try to look good, fieey anunceasing restlessnedsep inside.

Rather than living in peace, they live in trouble and anguish.

In a romantic world, people remain under the influence of events for a prolonged perod. of
For instance, they cannot easily escépen the influence of the bad incidents thegcounter,
and are not emotionally strong enougteliminate theimegativeeffects.Rather, theyfind such
incidents to be a good reason to become emotional.

Wisdom is the only basis on which to take pleasure from life, to succeed and lead pdéedan
This understanding is only attained by complywith the commandments of Allah. Adherence
to the Qur'an eliminates emotionalism and providespasitive perspective enabling man to
resolve problems rather than exaggerating and turning them into a source of trouble.

Crying

The urge to shed tears is one of the troubles emotionalism brings. This urge restatmmalo
grounds, however. There is simply reason foiit. Ignorantpeople, especiallywomen, believe

that crying is simply a fundamental need like eating, drinking or sleeping. Thessgerstition
maintains that if a person does not do so, he is likely to develop various diseases out of grief and
trouble. Therefore, ignorant people rely on weeping as a relief provider.

Over and above this, the negative and desperate outlook of ignorant people is a factor prompting
them to cry. With this outlook, theglwaysfind a reason to do s&®ather than solvproblems

or eliminate the likelycauseghat may leadne togrief, theyprefer only toweep. Theyhave a
stronginterest in letting themselves gmd like to havethis experiencevheneverthey find a
“proper” reason.

This belief is held byall sections ofthe ignorantsociety, especially byvomen,due totheir
intensive conditioning by society. In most cultures, the image of the male is assadiatauot

crying”. Contrary to thisimage, womerare encouraged tory. It is an ignorantonviction
maintain that since women are physically weaker than men, they should alsakspiritually.
Therefore, ignorant people expect a woman to be strongly influenced by events and to remain so
for a prolonged period dime. Women, in turn, readilpdopt such amodel and show no
objection to such inculcation by society.

Crying is never perceived asggn of helplessness orvaeak-willed personality in the ignorant
society. Nobody blames a person for breaking down. Rather, inlifiaiyjeople are encouraged
to relieve theirfeelings in thisway by TV-series, movieand magazines. Peogeel sympathy

for people in dramatic scenes who show their happiness, love and pain by shedding tears.

Crying is so common in the ignorant society that pewjlleindulge init, evenfor unnecessary
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things. They do cry while listening to the news on TVmaitching a dramatic movidhey even
cry when they arehappy. At graduatiorceremonies, weddingstc. it has become almost
conventional to weep.

People who aréinstructed” about the benefits of cryingery soonrealise that it isalso a
strong weapon to use in particular situations. Indeed, it is an insincere way of attainingpajoals
cannot be otherwise accomplished. That is becenyseg speakslirectly to the emotions and
evokes the feelings of mercy in the ignorant society. Therefore it is an efficient method of
abusingthe feelings of other people. It is an established flaat whencrying is involved,
ignorant people mostly accept proposals they would normally decline.

From experience,criers” becomewell aware ofthe benefitsthis behaviouroffers. Starting
from early childhood, each member of the ignorant society resorts to it maybe hundiets of
and each time he contrives to get what thants. Such experience gives an unyielding
determination taise thisweapon; tojustify a particular kind obehaviour, toseem innocent,
sincere etc., or sometimes just to attract attention.

However, the Qur’an relates that crying is a misfortune befalling man rather than agiseaur
to him. This is further explained in the following verse:

Let them laugh a little: much will they weep in recompense for the (evil) that they do.
Surah Al-Tawba: 82

In the Qur'an it is clearly stated that the people of Hell will not be ald#tdm happinesspeace
and quietness even if they want to. Therefore, it is surelyviset to emulate the people of Hell
in this world. In many sections of the Qur’an, it is repeated that wretchedness is attipate
of ignorant people:

The admonitionwill be received by those who fear Allah, butwill be avoided by

those most unfortunate ones who will enter the great Fire.
Surah Al-Ala: 10-11

Therefore, | have warned you of the flaming Fire, which only the most wretched must

endure.
Surah Al-Lail: 14-15

On the day when it comes, (the Day of Resumation), novathudpeak except by His

permission; some among them will be wretched, others glad.
Surah Hud: 105

Being Offended

One of the manifestations of emotionalism is beimjfended easily. Asthe word
“emotionalism” suggeststhe factors dominating the behaviour of a higktyung person are
his feelingsWhenthe emotionsule, noroom remaindor wisdom. In thiscase, itbecomes
almost impossible for the emotional individual to deal with issues watiuadrationale. This is
actually the reason for being easily offended.

A personperceiving events with amrational bent of mindassumeseverything to“revolve
around himself.” He assumes that everyone talks dabouand makeglans against him. This
tendency which especially governs the behaviour of all members of the ignorant society becomes
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almost anobsession for some. As a person grava this tendency becomes remarkably
observable. Related or unrelated, elderly people take everything as an offence. Furthermore, they
generate imaginary scenarios; they may be céwvedrery well, but they assuméhat their

children do not love them and wantgendthem to anursinghome. They further presuntleat

they are perceived as a burden by their children.

This is, in fact, anatural outcome of the insecure environmentntlogals of ignorance creates.
The way the members of the ignorant society conduct themselves can indeed heeeapigd

as offensive. Merciless, hypocritical and vindictive behaviour is surely very disturbing, especially
when one considersthe probability thatsuch behaviour may be intentionalvet these
explanations do not justify the misconduct of being easily offendedever,this is important

in the sense that ieveals the rottebasethe morals of ignoranceest upon. Arelderly person
staying with his son and grandchildren feels offended, but theruesly reasons/hy he feels

so. Oldpeople are generally perceived abuaden inthe house and dislikeddowever these
feelings are only implied, and never directly stated.

Once ignorant people adopt t@motional charactethey live with it until they die. Moreover,

they suffer greatly from theegativeside of this character. In @amvironment where everybody

treats each other in an intimate and friendignnerthosewho areoffended easilyneverlive in

real happiness and peace. When all others are enjoying themselves, they sit all alone in a corner.

As we have seen, every aspect of ignorance creates dreadful environments.

On the othehand, in adherence to tli@ur'an, people develop &ransparent” character. In
other words, theysay what they think. If there is something thajislike, theyexpress it
explicitly andnevertry to imply it with looks, gestures ormttitude. Besides, since they are
surrounded with people who are also endowéh these moralsnpobodyfeels offended by the
attitude of others. In the Qur'aAllah commands man toehjoin right conduct and forbid
evil.” Such an approaclkompletely eliminates undesirab$tuations likely to result from
emotionalism.

Lying
Ignorant people very frequently tell lies. Almost all social relations are based on deceit.

An honest and sincere person never lowers himself to tell lies. On thehatitgraperson who
establishes hisfe on therules introduced by &ypocritical system musinevitably employ
dishonest methods tattain success.Lying is one of these dishonest methodhich is
extensively employed. Once a person believes it to be a workable method, he starts to resort to it
constantly and almost makes a lifestyle out of it. His tongue and mind getugedeothe idea
of lying, so that he indulges in thigactice whenever hiaces a tough problem. the ignorant
society this is a habit which meets with societal approval, as longlassitnothavedetrimental
consequences. Even telling liesaiwe’s closest friend is regarded as nornm@hly when these
lies start to pose a threat rtaaterial orspiritual well-being and especialpersonal interests, do
sufferers begin to exprefiseir distastdor it. In brief, though lying isextensively employed, it
also causegrave suffering inthe ignorant societyYet, the suffering it will cause in the
Hereafter will be much more serious.

Allah warns man againghis mischief byHis injunction: “shun lying speech’ (Surah al-
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Hajj: 30). He explainghe nature of people whell lies in anothewrerse:“Only they invent
falsehood who do not believe Allah’s revelations, and (only) theyre the liars.” (Surah
Al-Nahl: 105)

In the society ofbelievers, howeverany grounds forlying are completely eliminated. For
instance ignorant people lie because they simglgt to cover ugheir mistakes or indiscretion
or just tomake agood impression on othergheytell lies in order todeceivepeople to gain
benefits, in brief tattainany kind of worldly gain. Abeliever, onthe otherhand, corrects his
mistakes and makes udpr them rather theirying to cover themup. He does notevelop
friendship with people whom he dislikes. His friends are only those who segkdti@leasure
of Allah and hence conduct themselves honestly and responsibly todattusTherefore, there
are no groundsvhatsoevefor abeliever to lie. Hedoes not approagbeople in expectation of
benefits. He is frank abotis life; he actuallyhas nothing tdide and hencdoes nofeel the
necessity to lie. Therefore, a believer lives in the comfort of being truthful all through his life.

Shallow Manners

In order to achieve a goal, ignorant people will stoop to anything, even though they arthaivare

it is morally wrong. This is basicallyhe reasonwhy shallow manners are quite common.
Contrary to the prevalent belief that shallow manners are particular to a certain sestioletgf

they commonly match the behaviouralf members of the ignorant society. People generally
believe that such behaviour is specific to uncultured, uneducated people. However, these manners
are the consequence of one fundamental flaw in reasortmegefore regardless ointelligence,

culture or education, all people adhering to the principles of ignorance display these manners.

Shallow manners, in reality, signal all sorts of attitudes and behaviour stemminthé&aonorals

of ignorance. Oncéhaving fallen tothis level, the individual shows anatural tendency to
demonstrateall the primitive behaviour ofgnorance. Provided that misconduct serves his
purposes well, a person coming from the ignorant sodie#g not shovthe slightest hesitation
about tellinglies, showing greediness, or being jealous or selfi$te mainreason prompting
the ignorant person to conduct himself so meanly igatttehat, inpursuit ofworldly gains, he

all too quickly allows himself tdeave off right and noble behaviour and embrace the low
principles of ignorance all too quickly.

Like all characteristics of ignorance, shallowanners aralso indoctrinated in early childhood
years."Don”t share youicandywith otherchildren”, or“don”t trustevenyour father” are
the typical pieces oddviceparentsgive totheir children when they are stilery young. Given
such an outlook, ignorant peopievitably base their moral principles on superficial reasoning
utterly bereft of noble and virtuowslues. Later in life they demonstrédtenproved” versions

of this mean behaviour which is lacking in breadth of thought.

For instance, in business life, a company director who is always mbangobordinates 6 who
when he gives ordershouts athe employeesdisplays atotally different character when the
owner of the company visits the office. When bessarrives, thalirectorsuddenly becomes a
“poor fellow”, ready to obey any ordagiven by his boss.Meanwhile, hebecomes kind
towardshis subordinates. He does anythingfladter his boss. Tahis end, hedares to do
inconceivablethings. Suchpeople surelytake therisk of being degraded or humiliated in
society. Yet, they never feel offended.
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It is interesting that these people are well-educated and have college dégiress desire to be
promoted makes them conduct themselves in such a degrading manndselidveythathis is

a reality of life. Although they know that it is a mean way of conducting oneself, they see it as an
essential part of “getting promotion in businé$s.” Surely it is nottheir bosseghey respect

but their money and status.

The same approach is observed also at home. Let"shaladtitude oignorant people towards
“unwanted” visitors as an example. A visit by such an unwanted friend is avoided by lies on the
telephone. If a visitor comes unannounced, theyrgmain still in the house, making no noise,
waiting for him toleave.They see playindpost to a guest as a burden and expilesglistaste

they feel for it openly. Despite all efforts tioe contrary, if they stilhave toentertain someone,

they start talking behind his back as soon as he leaves. They knavelfuhat it is immoral to

talk as an intimate friend to someone’s face and thgwogsipbehind hisback, yetthey cannot

help indulging in such low behaviour.

In daily life, various other examples can @wen pertaining to this shallow rationale. if, for
instance, ordinary behaviour for ignorant peopleushinto a buspushingaside othepeople,
to get the seat next to the window. Or ibusthey do notgive up their seats to old or sick
people who have to travel standing. Though they arbumagry andcanafford goodfood, they
greedily eat something just because it is being distributedSmeglarly, in theshoppingmalls,
where freesamples of goodare distributed, thewait in queuesseveral times to get more
samples. Worse, thayake it a habit to jump queue. They thinlsuchbehaviour is a&ign of
smartness anthbel as'stupid’ thosewho are decenénough not tdoehave inthis worthless
manner.

Surely,whatthey call “smartness” ignerely beingselfish and protectingheir own interests.
The people theyall “stupid”, on the otherhand, are¢hose noble peoplesho do notallow
themselves become degraded.

A person adhering to the moral principles presented by the Qur’an conducts hintiselfriast
honourable way. No matter how compelling the conditions beayhe nevestoops taanything
degrading to himself or to others.

Yearning

One striking feature of all sections of the ignorsatiety,from the people of the ghettos to the
members of high society, is the fact that they yearn for things they cannot attain. In contradiction
to the commonly held view, such yearning is not a feature peculiar to specific sections of society.
Rather, it is an attribute prevalent in saficial strataHowever,finding this to besomewhat
degrading, people generalyoid acknowledging that thelgave atendency to yearfor things

they cannot have and simply attribute this shortcoming to others.

As with every other issue, the ideal model is determined not by the people themselves but by the
ignorant society. The features that are essentiattam a certaitevel of “distinction” in the
society arewell known to everybody: to bevell-educated, to bdluent in afew foreign
languages, tdravel abroad frequently, to go to popular cafes or restaurants, tasben-
conscious, to possess luxury cars and to have prestigious credit cardsaréhtbgefactorshat
make you appear to be someone of importance in society. This is algayttod living ignorant
people yearn for. (Incidentally, we need hardly mentiwt being well-educateahd theability
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to speak a few foreign languages are personal assets. Yet, it is a mistséeotoe’scapabilities
simply to show off.)

For the majority of people, however, the attainment of a high standard life-styt®nseivable.
This isactually the pointvhereyearning forthe lives ofother people starts. Those unable to
attain such a life try to earn respect among those better endowed by at least pretendiikg to be
them.

Those who follow the guidance of tigur'an, however,are aware that all thiaings, everything
people yearn for in thife arenot perpetual. Thifact, which will be grasped by sompeople

only when they attain the Hereafter,vigll understood bypelievers. Therefore believergver

yearn for a lifestyle other than that projected as bgoad bythe Qur’an. Even ifthey are the
wealthiest or the wisest people in terld, they do notuse their gifts to impress others.
Knowing that wealthand power argjiven by Allah as giftsthey put these things tgood use
and feel grateful to their Creator. Allah, in the following verse, makes it clear thalthéhings

of value in the presence of Allah is the fear of Allah.

O mankind! We have created you male and female, and have made you nations and
tribes that you may know one another. The noblest of you, in the sight of Allah, is the
best in conduct. Allah is All-Knowing and Aware.

Surah Al-Hujraat: 13
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Fears and Obsessions
of Ignorance

Ignorant peoplare unable tgraspthe fact that it is Allah whdnas absolutgoower over all
things. This is why, starting from childhood, they develop irrational fears about everythiag.

in life, this fear becomes a permanasource of trouble and difficultyEvery incident they
encounter in life becomes sheer source ofinmitigated anxiety; they are always rather
vulnerable. They fear oth@eople,for instance Likewise,randomeventssuchas, earthquakes,
lightning and tornadoes strike mortal fear into their hearts.

In the Qur’an, Allah gives the example of those who worship gods other than Allah:

Allah made this comparison : There are two men; one has several part-owners, who
are always quarrelling, and the other belongs wholly to one man. Are thedual?
Praise be to Allah! But most of them do not know. You will die, and they willhgig;

on the Day of Resurrection, before your Lord you will dispute with one another.
Surah Al-Zumar: 29-31

One can actually make a list of situations feared by the “people steeped in ignathrmoany
gods”. These are the situations they perceive torealahreat to their well-being. Gettirsgek,
being fired, going bankrupt, not getting married or mmtingany children, togethewith many
obsessions, doubttears, imagesthoughts or worries aboudhe futureturn theirlives into a
hellish state. Apart fronthese, theyhaverecurrent thoughts and feashich they are unable to
control, even though they realise them to be unnecessary and irrefaya@tstitionsare among
these irrational fears; they fear darkndes,instance, theyavoid black cats or walkinginder
ladders, believing they bring bad luck.

In the following pages we will further examine vari@aspects of these fears athe confusion
and loss they cause both in this world and the Hereafter.

Fear of Unfaithfulness

Ignorant people trust nobody, includitigeir immediate familynembersFor them, it isquite
likely that anyone can betray themne day once thefgeel theirinterests are at stak&iven the
fact that they have not surrendered themselves to Allah like the people who adhef@udahe
they are right about it.

Indeed, it would be wrong to expect complete reliability and faithfulness from soméonkas
no fear of Allah or belief in the Hereafter, since it is only faitlom@’s heart that paves the way
for truthfulness.

Oneessential measure ignorant pedjalke to combat the baneful effects wifaithfulness is
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“not to put theirtrust in anyone.” The lifelong fear ofunfaithfulness almost becomes an
obsession for them and manifests itself in popular phrases like, “Don”t even trust your father.”

Always keeping in mind this phrase, they put their trust in nobody except themselves; still this is
not a deterrent to thenfaithfulness ofthe peoplesurroundingthem. Everyday, newspapers
abound in various cases of unfaithfulness. In busilifespartnerscheatone another. It is not
surprising tohear that an accountant whas rendered years gkrvice to acompany has
defrauded his boss of thousands of pounds. Sometimes even the sons ofnaafathigempt to

cheat him.

Such cases are not restricted to material issues only. A woman, for instance, feels free to disclose
a secret of hehusband to her friends. @ouples,during their conversationsvith intimate

friends, talk behind each other’s backs. Similarly, though married, they remain unfaitbéchto

other.

There aresurely countless examples give. Frequently encountering these cases, ignorant
people feel the constant fear that one of these calamities might befall them one day.

Fear of Poverty

One significant weakness of the ignorant is their fear of poverty. A major cause of feachsa
the unenlightened system which rests upon mategalth. They maintaithat, withthe help of
money, they cative a full, rewarding and healthier life. Otherwise, thaslievethey will be
deprived of manyessentials ofife as well asvarious benefits, like social status, which are
associated with prosperity.

What isinteresting is the existence wkalthy people whalso suffer from thidear and are
alwaysunder great stress. Ofterthese people go to great lengtligr instance theyavoid

spendingmoney,evenfor essential needs. They work strenuously, though tiaeg already a
sufficient amount of money that will last for a lifetime. They believe it is prudepiteap their

money in their bank accounts. Thisastually the waythey try to ease thefiears about the
future.

Nevertheless, their attainmemtsver matcttheir expectationsyhile their intention is tdhave a
rewarding life here in this world, events progress otherwise and they find themselves in a state of
utter boredom that merely unsettles them.

Both fear ofpovertyand being stingyre the consequence of not puttorge’s trust in Allah.
Allah warns man against being seized by this fear:

The devil threatened you with destitution and enjoined on you lewdness./I8ut A
promised you forgiveness from Himself withunty. Allah is All-Embracing and All-

knowing.
Surah Al-Bagarah: 268

The only way to ease these fearsamplete obedience #llah, since fear ofAllah renders all
other fears meaningless.

A true believerfully understandshe fact that it is Allah wherovides himwith all the needs.
Therefore, he nevenurses agrievanceabout such an issue. Knowinthat Allah is most
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generous to Hiservantshis mind becomes occupied onlyith the remembrance oAllah and
never feels fear about the future.

Fear of Growing Old

Being young and beautiful are the tiggues tavhich theignorant society attaches importance.
All through hislife, it is the main ambition of man to maintams health. Yet, it has to be
admitted that this often proves to beain effort. Getting old and therefore losioge’s looks
and being irpoor health are inescapable facts of ldad thusimportantsources ofgrief for
ignorant peopleWomenfeel free toexpressheir fear, while meroften avoid disclosingwhat
they feel deepnside. The apparergsigns ofgrowing old affectthem profoundly. In away,
growing oldputs an end tall extravaganmanners. Thereforeach day, theigns ofgrowing
old becoming more apparent on their faces and bogiess them morgrief. Yet, no matter
how hard they try, they can never resist this natural process.

Life in old age is surely totally different from what it used to be. Old age is a period ofli@e’s
when one is perceived as a burden. Those taking care of old paad@ethem feel that they are
a source of trouble. Such an approaobates various feelings of anxiety in them. They fear
being sent to nursing homes or remaining all alone. There is indeedawhy they feelthis
fear, however. In &ociety where peoplbave noobedience tAllah, the system isentirely
lacking in mercy and justice. For this reason, what they fear most often becomes a reality.

Another reason for the fear of growing old is the fact that it reminds man of death and the end of
this life. Each glance at the mirrsignalsthe shortening otime in this world. This is surely a
torment for an unbelieveFor aman having no faith in the life beyond, the terminatiorhas

life and the decaying of body under the earth is an end with no return. Since he has staked his all
upon this life, he greatly fears losing it.

Believers, on the other hand, fear neither getting old nor the weaknesses they are dildélr to
in old age.That is because, they amt try to gain recognition or social status throwggiod
looks. They are aware that, in the presence of Allah, a believer is pi@idaid moral perfection
rather than his appearance. Among friends, on the b#ret, they aréoved for being close to
Allah.

Neitherdoesthe close linkbetweenold age and deatmake believers terrified=or them, the
Hereafter is a beginning; a beginning of an incomparably and unprecedentedly better and
fulfilling life which will lastfor all eternity. Apersonwho spends higarly years engaging in

good deeds tattain Paradise andhe good pleasure ofllah enters old agewith joy and
happiness.

Fear of Getting Sick

Those who have a deep attachment to this life harbour anrgste¥ssness andgaeat fearthat
unsettle them when they think about the possibility of becositlg Theybelievethe disease-
producing agents 6 microbes and viruses 0 to be separate apargérom and independent of
Allah. That is why, these microscopic agents become a nightmare for ignorant people.

Essentially, beingsick is beingdeprived of the favours othis world. Even influenza is a
hindrance to many activities and a wastesahe part of theilifetime, which isalready limited.
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Diseases hindananfrom travelling, entertainmentusiness”This is surely amajor flaw in
their established system.

Perceivingdiseases as suchnasfortune, ill-informed ignorant people often feel anxiety about
becoming sick. However, the viewpoint of believers about this issue is totally different: primarily,
they are aware that, in one way or another, this life will definitely end ond ldlengefore, if they
manage to escape a disedee,nstance, they know that an accident can alter tives at any
moment. Or theyeverforgetthat the naturgbrocess obecoming oldwill sooner orlater do
irreversible damage to their health. Apart from this, they keep in thatgexcept by thewill of
Allah, no virus or bacteria can @dmy harm to anyond&herefore, when they become sick, they
know that it is ordained by Allah for a specifiarpose. Submission tllah provides complete
relief from fear of diseases. Certainly, they take all possible measures tayeapblyealth. But

if they do become sick, theshow patienceand display moral perfection as tkierse below
relates:

“And those who keep their treaty when they make one, and the patigitulation
and adversity and times afress,such are they who are sincere. Such are Aliah-

fearing.
Surah Al-Bagarah: 177

The Ignorant Society is in Fear of Death

One of the major shortcomings of the ignorant society is the fear of d@gtivhile living with
this fear and trying tavoid everthe thought oft, they neglecbne cruciafact: no matter how
hard they struggle, life slips away second by sec®hdt there is no escafi®m death ighus
recalled :

Wherever you may be, deattill overtake you, even though you may be in lofty
towers. Yet if a happy thing befalls, them, they say: ‘This is from Allah’. And if an evil
thing befalls them, they say: ‘This is of your doing N@hammad)'. Say (téhem):

‘All is from Allah’. What is amiss with these people that they can hardly understand a

word?
Surah Al-Nisa: 78

Say (to them, O Muhammad): ‘The dedtbm which you shrinkvill surely overtake
you, and afterward you will be returned to the Knower of the Invisible and the Visible,

and He will tell you what you used to do.’
Surah Al-Jumua: 8

As explained by the verses, death is an unavoidaidelLike all other people, the richest, the
most beautiful or the most respected individual in the world will die. Nobaitlyput exception,
can escape ifThose currentlyiving and thosewho will ever live will also face death on a
predestined day.

Knowing thisfact, ignorant peoplanake a greagffort to delay this end anthus try tomake
more of this life. Death would separates them from their demlasives orfriends and reduces
all worldly efforts to insignificanceMoreover, theyavoid pronouncingthe word “death.”
Those who remind others of it debelled as‘thoughtless” and conversations about death are
often interrupted on the pretext that it is not the proper time or place to talk about it.
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Man’s mental process is inclined to disregard what he does not like or wantetmiisclined

to deny the existence of things he avoids confronting. This tendency seems to hppansit
when death is thessue. He shuns issublee diseases or oldge,which remind him of death.
His fear is so great thavenseeing the doctor makes himastless. He fears being diagnosed
with a fatal disease. At times, such anxiety even dissuades him from seeing theNdaatally,
funerals are the events which cause the deepest conceractTdfglacing an immediate family
member or a dearest friend in tpe@ve inevitablyreminds one of théime one will encounter
one’s own death.

This fear, howeverbringsthemnothing positive. They fedosing the life of this world. Yet,

though they live long, they speiatl these years subject to this fear. Thiseally a misfortune
from Allah for those who persist in this superstitious fear and doeptsce it with thdear of
Allah.

Superstitious Beliefs

In the ignorantsociety, almost everybody @hsessed by superstitiobsliefs. As the word
“superstition” also suggests, such a belief is one which someone knovesiasal, but which
nevertheless hansists on hanging toHowever, this is a quite a natural phenomenon for
someone who is not acquainted with the Quran, and thus is not familiar with religion.

One ofthe most important aspects stiperstitious beliefs ithat they arédhanded down from
one generation to the next. No matter how irrationajroundlesghey maybe, the majority of
the societies have incorporated these beliefs into their way of living.

Furthermore, most societiesceptthese beliefs as rules and they painstakingly stictheon.

They never walk under a ladder, for instance, believing that it brings bad luck. Seeing a black cat
is also a sign of ballick. They knock on wood tavoid anundesirableavent.Countless such

rules, which evoke deepfear, areformulated by ignorant people. If thégil to observe these

rules, they feel anxious about being hit by a disaster.

The major mistake these people make is actually to fangeteachandevery evenbccurs only
by thewill of Allah. Accordingly, neither a ladderor ablack cathas anyindividual power to
bring bad luck.However, people whose mindsre in darknessbecameobsessed by the
“pseudo-fears” they themselves have invented.

The Obsession with Bad Luck

In an unenlightened society superstitious belésto a great extent associatgth bad luck.
These beliefs have a deep influence on the dladg of ignorant people. A number,alour or
even apersonmay beassumed to be cursed. It is almosiversally accepted that the number
thirteen equates with bad lucBimilarly, exceptfor thosewho accept th€ur’anic way of life,

all people around the world will take a different path in order to avoid black cats.

lll-informed people also have fears abthemselves, with whickthey havedifficulty in coming
to terms.For instance, theynever wear ggarment again if theyave it on athe time of an
accident. Alternatively, in such a case they hastily sell their cars.

The fear of beingursed is so strongmong the ignorarthat importantdecisions aboutheir
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lives, evertheir friendships, arghaped byt. It is entirely possiblethat such anirrational fear
might pavethe way toputting an end to a long-lasting friendshipr instance.However, not
until they do noigive upthese fears, can they cawerfree themselveffom theseobsessions.
Therefore, the solution is not to escape friiem but to eradicate them. Thenly way to attain
this, however, is by abandoning all beliefs rooted in ignorance and putting one’s trust in Allah.

Phobias

Phobicanxiety or phobic fear is an irrational feahich the individual inquestion knows is
unnecessary and out of proportion ttee demands of the situatia@oncerned, butvhich,
nevertheless, he is unable to overcomeactturswithout logic in situationswhich ordinarily
should notcause fear. Despite beingrental problemhowever,ignorant peopleacceptthose
suffering from phobi@anxiety or phobic fear as normal people rather than patients who need
treatment. Medical dictionaries list betwe2BO and 300 phobiasndeed, the ignorant can
become phobic about anything. It is not rare for a person to have a list of sitwdticmsause
phobic distress for him.

Some ofthe fearsmay be rationafor all people.Yet, the fears of phobiandividuals are quite
extreme. Apersonwith a phobic fear of snakegor instance, screamgmps onthe sofa or

faints at the sight of a snake television ornewspaper. Some associate enclosed plaites

grave or a place under earth and hence develop agoraphobia, the fear of enclosed places. This is,
in fact, a manifestation of thfear of death. In their minds, they equdtegknesswith disasters

and hencdeel restlesseven at home, alace where theghould normally feelsecure. They

attribute a power to darkness, assume it to be separate and apalidigrand believe that it is

the source o#ll evil. In darkness, thejeel terrified,assuminghatunseen forcebe in wait to

assault or to kill them.

There is onemainreasorwhy these people feel terrifiagith no rational and apparent reason:
they do not trust Allah and ascribe partners to Him. InQb€an, Allah relates thagroundless
fear is a temptation advil and that there is neither feanor grief for true believers who fear
Allah.

It is only the devil who would make (men) fear his partisans. But do nottHear;

fear Me, if you are true believers.
Surah Aal-e Imran: 175

But whoever surrenders himself to Allah while domgod, his reward is with his

Lord; and no fear shall overtake them, neither shall they grieve.
Surah Al-Bagarah: 112
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Deviant Beliefs
of Ignorant People

About Religion

Contrary tothe commonly heldiew, ignorant people are natally unaware of religionMost

of them acknowledge the existenceAdiih, the All-Powerful, Who created themselves and the
entire universe. Yet despite this, they develop a deviant understanding of religion. In many verses
of the Qur'an, Allah relates that people cannot comprehend the existeAti@hp&ince they do

not ponder upon His creation:

If indeed you ask them who has created the heavens and the earth and subjected the
sun and the moon (to His Law), theyll certainly reply, "Allah". How are theyhen

diverted from the truth?
Surah Al-Ankaboot: 61

If you ask them, who created them, thel} certainly say, Allah: How then cathey

turn away from the Truth?
Surah Al-Zukhruf: 87

Say (to them, O Muhammad): Who provided for you from the sky and the earth? Who
has endowed you with hearing and sight? Who brought forth the living fromethe
and brought forth the dead from the living? Who has ordained all things? wWiliey

say: Allah. Then say: Will you not then carry out your duty to Him?
Surah Yunus: 31

The main reason why these people stray from tDesator's path ishe strongattachment they
have for this life. Due to this attachment, they simply disretfegedacts andleceive themselves
by some flimsy reasoning. If they pondered profoundly, theuld realise that theghould
remain asAllah’s devoted slaves alhroughtheir lives. If theyever trusted Allah, they would
comprehend the existence of the lifeyond and knowthat theyshouldprepare themselves for
it. However, they strongly resist doing so sinceuch an attitude callsfor devotion to
the next life rather than to this one. In such a situationgdbese adopted by ignorant people is
not to think about it.

At this point, pervertedeliefs regarding religiomome to theirescue. These beliefs help the
unenlightened tavoid having aguilty conscience. Despite theriety of these beliefs, the
rationale laying the ground for them is one and one only: to avoid being a slave of Allah.

Each of these perverted beliefs is explained in detail in the Qur’an, the last surviving guide to the
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true path for humanity revealed 1400 years ago. These perverted beliefsyillibehexplained

in the following pages, will not save human beings from an eternal punishment, though they may
well serve to deceive them this life. Onthe Day of Reckoningeverybodywill be judged
according tahis deeds and nobodyill have the chance to concehls wrongful actions. By

virtue of the divine judgement, those adhering to the right path will be rewarded with Paradise for
all eternity. Wrongdoers, they will have everything to regret and will face a fearsome end:

If you could see them when they are set before the Fire. Wilegay: Oh, wouldthat
we might return! Then we would not deny the revelations of our Lord but we would be

of the believers!
Surah Al-Anaam: 27

Again and again those who disbeliewél, wish that theyhad bowed to Allah’swill

in Islam.
Surah Al-Hijr: 2

They think what the majority thinks is true

One of the perverted beliefs prevalent among ignorant peaglétthat "what is accepted to be
right by the majority isvalid and true.” Whatleceives them isften the same rationale: "Since
so many people diy, they shouldhave apoint.” If these principlesre shapedwithin a highly
respectedgroup of elite people,then the influence of these principles is felten more
profoundly among ignorant people. In tloise, the lattaraise nodoubtswhatsoeveabout the
validity of these principles, which then serve them as "life-guides" ever after.

However,being accepted as true by the majority by no means legitimisesvieese This is
surely a dangerousap toavoid for thosewhose faith in theQur’an is not firm. Allah warns
believers against adhering to the path of the majority:

If you obeyed the greater part of mankind, they would lead you away from Allah's
path. They follow nothing but idle fancies and preach nothing but falsehodidf A

knows best the men who stray from His path, and the best knows the rightly guided.
Surah Al-Anaam: 116

Complying with this warning, believers follow onllge commandments of tti@ur’an andtheir

own consciences. Ignorant individuals, however, seek refuge in the power of the majority in this
world. They hopetoo, that in theHereafter following the majority would serve aspeoper
pretextfor not conducting themselvagsponsibly towardtheir CreatorHowever, that isonly

wishful thinking. Thosewho neglect their religion irthis world shallremain all alone and
helpless in the Hereafter:

And no friend will ask after a friend.
Surah Al-Maarij: 10

On that day, all excuses made up for avoiding Hell will prove tonadid. The rationaldehind
the statements: "Everyone was doing the same”, asstimedhe majority to be true'ill not
save one from torment:

On that day their excusesill not profit those who did injustice, nawill they be

allowed to make amends.
Surah Al-Rum: 57
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As Allah makes clear in the verse:

"That which is revealed to you from your Lord is the truth but most men do not

believe."
Surah Al-Rad: 1

What the majority imposes prevails aslong as theyare not in compliancewith the
commandments of th®ur'an. Thosewho havefaith in the Quran have always been in a
minority throughout history.

They Think They will Perish After Death

Ignorant peopléelieveonly in what they perceivethroughtheir five senses. Thisnaterialistic
approach lays the groundwork of the denial of the life beyond. Yet such a denial is nothing but a
poor excusehey invent for their disbelief.Every manbestowedwith the faculty of thinking
conceives that there is technically no difference whatsoever between the crettistifefand

the Hereafter. That man came into existence from nothingness proves that everything's existence
is consequent upon the exercise of Allah's will.

Nevertheless, people bent on remaining ignorant singét this reality asthough it did not
exist. In the Qur’an, Allah deplores the excuses they make up to support their denial:

Man answers us back with argumenltigving forgotten the fact of his owameation,
saying: Who will revive these bones when they have rotted away? Sawill IHevive

them Who produced them at first, for He has knowledge of every creature.
Surah Ya-Seen: 78-79

And they say: When we are lost in the earth, how can we then be re-createtzyBut

are disbelievers in the meeting with their Lord.
Surah Al-Sajda: 10

Surelythere is aeason fortheir denial. Afterall, renouncing the existence of thife beyond
justifies their attachment to this lif&cceptance of theesurrection is committingneself to the
notion that onewill be summoned to accoufdr one’s goodandwicked deeds orthe Day of
Judgement. This fact is surely unacceptable in terms of their inherently groundless system.

A personattesting to the existence of the Ideyond also has tacknowledge that hshould
prepare himself for it. However, due to the unbridled ambitions of ignpespie,this is rather
a difficult thing todo. Therefore, theonly solution provided by theiprimitive rationale is a
denial of the Hereatfter.

Neverthelesssuch an approach is the detriment of the ignorant; as a consequence, litrey
troubled lives and deserve unceasing torment in the Hereafter. It is apparehatiasnial of
the life beyond is by no means in man's best interestsh®oontrary, it entails greédss both
in this life and beyond.

They Expect a Miracle to Happen Before They Believe

Before believing, some peopleexpect supernaturavents tohappen.However,this is only a
method of evading thiuth and,throughout history, ihasbeen employed bwll communities
who were resolute in their disbelief. These people who simply demématedessengers show
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miracles are mentioned in the Qur’an:

Those who do not look for a meeting with Us say: Why are angels not sent down to us

and why do we not see our Lord!
Surah Al-Furgan: 21

We have set forth fanankind inthis Qur'an all manner of arguments, but most of
them persist in disbelief.

They say: We will not put our faith in you till you cause a spring to gush forth from
the earth for us; or you have a garden of date-palms and grapes, and aerseto

gush forth therein abundantly; or you cause the heaven taifalh us piecemeal, as

you have threatened to do or bring down Allah and the angels in our midst as a
warrant; or you build a house of gold; or you ascend to heaven, and even then we
will put no faith in your ascension till you bring down for us a book that weread.

Say (O Muhammad): Glory be to my Lord! Am | anything but a human messenger?
Surah Al-Isra: 89-93

And those who have no knowledge say: Why does Allah not speak to us, @iggome
come to us? The same demamds made by those before them. Their hearts are all

alike. We have made clear our revelations for those people who are steadfast in faith.
Surah Al-Bagarah: 118

As the verseselate,thosewho expect Allah'snessengers to shomiracleshave always been
disbelievers. Thewant miracles because, deep in their hearts, they knowrteasengerbave
had bestowediponthem what isright and true.Yet, to avoid this fact, they simplymake up
excuses to deny. This dishonest attitude is related in the following verse:

And they swear a solemn oath by Allah that if there come to them a portenillhey
believe in it. Say: Portents are with Allah. And how can you tell that if a sigyivies

them, they will indeed believe in it?
Surah Al-Anaam: 109

They Believe Allah is Up in the Beavens

Ignorant peopléhavevarious perverted beliefs about religion, since thage their decisions
about what is right and wrongpontheir primitive rationalerather than on th@ur’an. Mostly
they gather these beliefs from their parents or other p@ophediatelysurroundingthem, who
influence them deeplgluring their earlyyears.Yet these beliefs, especially tlmnes regarding
the existence of Allah, misguide them all through their lives.

Many people, who in fact do not really deny the existencallah but have awrong perception
of Him, sharethe basic mistake dhosewho denyAllah. They donot denycreation,but have
superstitious beliefs about "wherallah is. Most ofthem think that'Allah is up in thesky."
They imagine that Allah is behind a very distant planet and inteseitesworldly affairs” only
once in a while. Or, perhaps, that Hees notintervene at all: He created tbaeiverse and then
left it to itself and people are left to determine their fddeghemselves. Stilbthershaveheard
that in the Qur’an it isvritten that Allah is "everywheretut they cannoperceive what exactly
this means. They thinthat Allah surroundseverything like radiovaves orlike an invisible,
intangible gas. For some, on the other hand, Allah evokes the image of an old wise man.

However,thosewho interpret ancevaluate allhappenings according tihe Qur'an have an
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accurate grasp of Allah. Such people understhatithe entire univerdeas a singlé&overeign,

that He changes the entire physical world, including all human beings, as He pleases, and that He
is not confined to a particular place and time. They know that even a dust particle, invisible to the
naked eye, is under His control. Allah’s existence encompassed things and "reason”
apprehends this. Athe versesuggests'Allah is nearer to man thams jugular vein." (Surah

Qaf, 16). Just as He haseatedhis all-pervading order, He is th@ne Whoalso maintains it
incessantly. He encompasses all things and all places as stated in the Qur’an:

To Allah belong the East and th&'est,and wherever you turn, there illah’s

Countenance. Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing.
Surah Al-Bagarah: 115

To Allah belong whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth. Allah ever

surrounded all things.
Surah Al-Nisa: 126

They Think it is Sufficient to Practise Regular Acts of Worship in the Latter Years of
Life

Chasingvain pursuits, ignorant peoplspendtheir lives doing nothing forthe life beyond.
However,the fact that they fail tgive due consideration to the Hereaftgives them an inner
restlessness. Now atiden,such a spirit prompthem toremorse.Yet, atthis point, theyfeel
the urge to ease this feeling by some pretdikes "It is still too early togive in myself up to
religion”, or "now | have set my mind on a list of priorities, gae dayl will take my religion
seriously."The "one day mentionedhere, however, ithe latteryears ofone’s life, when one
feels death to be very close.

These people delasommitment to their religion to the lagears oftheir lives. Theybelieve
adulthood should be spent in "makitige most ofone’s life." Otherwise they think theiives

would be spent in vain. Besides, due to the physical disability accompanying old age, it would be
difficult to enjoy life. Thereforepnly in the latteryears do theylecide tashowcommitment to

their religion. Meanwhile, they feel the inner pain of not following the true path.

This stanceeceivessupportamong ignorant peoplélowever, if it isonly old age which can
bring such a change of course, the sincerity of these people becomes highly quesfifieable.
all, this is not the honest way of conducting onesefier allowingconcernfor the Hereafter to
take hold of one’s mind inone’s youngdays, ancheversparingtime for the remembrance of
Allah until one hasreached extreme old agéven so, they expect their wrong actions to be
forgiven.

No doubt, it is allpossible to turn a@imes toAllah in repentanceAllah forgives anyone who
seesthe right path ananends hisways sincerely. Theelevent verseabout repentance is as
follows:

Forgiveness is only incumbent on Allah toward those who do eighiorance (and)
then turn quickly (in repentance) to Him. Allakill pardon them. Allah is All-
Knowing andWise. Forgiveness is not for those who do ill-deeds until, wiesath
attended upon one of them, he said: | repent now;yebrfor those who die while

they are disbelievers. For such We have prepared a painful doom.
Surah Al-Nisa: 17-18
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Those who are set astray dychperverted beliefshouldacknowledge that they mdnave no
time left to grow old and repefftr the wrong actions they engaged in thaung daysTheir
lives mayend abruptlygiving them no chance teepent. In thiscase,one wouldhavedeep
regrets. This fact is recalled in many verses:

Could you but see when the guilty hang their heads before their Lord, (and say): Our
Lord! We have now seen and heard, so send us backyillx@o right, now we are

sure.
Surah Al-Sajda: 12

If you could see them when they @it before the Firand say: Oh, would that we
might return! Then we would not deny the revelations of our Lord, but would be of

the believers!
Surah Al-Anaam: 27

They Think They will be Forgiven Under Any Circumstances

Though basically having faith, the majority of the people rd@#btsabout the existence of the
Hereafter. Theyavoid thinking seriously abouthe Day of Judgement, since thinking draws
them to the recognition of dea#md thelife beyond.The probability of the existence dfe
beyond death is an incentive to them to make up excuses since they know that tHevshall
account, in the presence of Allah, for all the wrong actions they have committed duritigetheir
in this world. Alternatively, they realise that thewill ultimately bedoomed to an eternéife of
torment in Hell. At thispoint, they alternate betwe@omplying with the commandments of
Allah and finding a way to ease their remorse at being strongly attached to this life.

The rationale of ignorance indisputably impo#essecondalternative lgnorant peoplaleceive
themselves into thinkinthat "they will be forgiven no matter hovirresponsibly they conduct
themselves towards their Creator.” Seeking refuge in the mer§abf they assuméhat Allah
will in any case bestoWis mercyuponthemandforgive their ungratefulness, wrong actions
and disbelief.

The same attitudevinced byothers also misguides a persd@hey comfort andsupporteach
other sayind'We will be forgiven anyhow."Allah expresseslisapproval of this indoctrination
of ignorance in the Qur'an:

And a generation has succeeded them who inherited the Scripture. They grasp the
goods of this low life (as the price of evil-doing) and say: It will be forgiven us. And if
there came to them (again) tldfer of the like, they would accept(é&nd would sin
again).

Has not the covenant of the Scripture been taken on their behalf that they should not
say anything about Allah save the truth? And they have studied that which is therein.
And the abode of the Hereafter is better for those who ward off (evil). Havéhgou

no sense?
Surah Al-Araf: 169

However, asstated in theQur’an, this understanding tfie ignorant societhas by nomeans
any validity in thesight of Allah and on theDay of JudgmentAllah is surely Ever-Forgiving,
Most Merciful. Yet this is valid only for thosewho immediatelycomprehend their wrongful
actions and repent, and not for those who devise cunning planade divingetribution. Allah
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describes really sincere believers as:

Those who, when they do an evil thing or wrong themselves, remember Allah and
implore forgiveness for their sins 6 Who forgives sins save Allah alone? wilinabt
knowingly repeat (the wrong) they did. The reward of swihbe forgiveness from

their Lord, and Gardensinderneath whictrivers flow, whereinthey will abide for

ever 6 a bountiful reward for those who do good works!"
Surah Aal-e Imran: 135-136

They Think They Deserve Paradise

"To have good intentions deep in one’keart" is a phrasehat best describes method
commonly employed by ignorant people to ease their remdfseugh this is away of
expressly straying from the Creatopath,ignorant people assuntleat they deserve an eternal
reward just because of this so-called "purity of heart". They assume themselves to bag®od
they cause no harm to anyone. Given thentality,they see no hindrance to attaining Paradise
0 if they ever meetthe HereafterHowever, interms of theQur'an, such aconviction is
completely groundless. This is merely a superstitious belief as stated in the following verse:

And indeed, if We show him to taste mercy after some hurt that had affected him, he
will say: This is my own; and | do not think that the Hour of Dawithever come.
And even if | am brought back to my Lord, W@l surely reward me wellBut We
shall certainly tell those who disbelieve (all) that they a@idd truly We shallmake

them taste hard punishment.
Surah Fussilat: 50

Indeed, these people fail to demonstrate sincere faith. They even raise doubts about the existence
of the Day of Judgement. This a&ctually asub-consciougsychological method to copeith

remorse: if there is the probability of resurrection, they comfort themssitreshe conviction

that theywill be rewardedfor all eternity in Paradise rather than beingeted out harsh
punishment.

One to whom Allah gives the glad tidings of eternal rewardlisplaysparticular attributes. He
loves Allah very much and fears Him. Such a person is mindful of the commandm@iigh of
He expresses his gratefulnessHin, turns to Him and repents to Him. Heways seeks
Allah’s guidance and illumination by engaginggood deedsAllah avers thabnly those who
demonstrate commitment to His way will be rewarded.

As we have seen, "a purified heart" is not a Qur'anic notion. It is a meteated byignorant

people to escape their divine responsibilities and ease the fear of ptenisaimentMoreover,

the grounds for such reasoning are unknolre criteria itrests upon surelghange from one
individual to another.For instance, gersonmay justify theft, stating that heengages int, not
because he wants or likes it, but because he is in need of it. This is surely a failure of reasoning.

Then we can conclude thus: the system of ignorance rests entirely upon dishonesty and is by no
means acceptable by tur’an. The criteria by which people earn tRaradiseare explicit: to
fear nobody but Allah, to love Allah and to observe His limits. In the Qur'an Allah states:

And the Garden no longer distant, is brought near for those who kept fron{Aavd.
it is said): This is what you were promised. (It is) for eveepitent and heedfubne,
who feared the Beneficent though He is unseen, and came before Him with a contrite
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heart. Enter it in peace. This is the day of immortality.
Surah Qaf: 31-34

They Believe They will Attain the Garden After being Punished Temporarily in Hell.

People who adhere to their owalues alwaydind comfort inthe wishful thinkingthat any
wrong actions will bgpunishedtemporarily in Hell. Moreoverthis rationale encourages one to
transgress, since suggestghat eternal life in th&ardenwill follow this period of torment.
Such a mentality unwittingly eases fears of the grievous penalty at the end dbvifever, the
irrationality of this mindset is thus described in the Qur'an:

That is because they say: The Fire will not touch us save for a certain numtheyof

Their own lies have deceived them regarding their religion.
Surah Aal-e Imran: 24

It is apparent that this is a scenanhbich bringsrelief to the heartignorant peopleccept that
they have sins, yet they find them to be minor and not a hindrance to atRamadjse. Though
having theopportunity to repent and change theays,they are unlikely to depaftom their
own stance.

This is surely a manifestation of tpeor grasghey have ofHell. Hell, wheredisbelieverswill
remainfor all eternity, isspecially created tgive pain to the humatody and soulThat is
solely because the disbelievers are guilty of great wrong Adladh’s justice entails their
punishment.

Being ungrateful and rebellious to tkeeator, theDne who gives man a soul, is the greatest
wrong that can be committed in the whole universe. Therefore, in the Hereafter there is grievous
punishment for such a deadly sin. Thathis purposeHell servesMan is created to be alave

of Allah. If he denies the main purpose of his creation, then he sacelyes what hdeserves.

Allah states the following :

And they say: The Fire (of punishment) will not touch us save for a certain number of
days. Say: Have you received a covenant from Allah ¢ truly Adidlhnot break His
covenant 6 or do you assert about Allah that which you do not know? Truly whoever
has committed evil and become eugrossed in sin are the heirs of the Fireyithey

abide therein forever.
Surah Al-Baqarah: 80-81

A person can easilgleceivehimself in this world.Yet, the Hereaftewill be the place where all
the facts about him will be disclosed. What is more important, it is surely a place of no return.

They Believe Only a Limited Number of People will be Punished in Hell

There is one another rationale which lays the ground for ignorant thinking. They assume Hell to
be a place of limited capacity. Compared with the number of peoplaavatever lived oearth
throughoutthe ages, thefind it unlikely that allthese people can hminished.Consequently,

they find it unlikelythat theywill be the oneswho will be exposed tdorment,since there are

many other guilty people who deserve it more.

However this reasoning is totally wrong. Thagkeo carrysuch aconviction donot truly grasp
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the power of Allah. Surelpllah hasthe power to gatheaall men of allages inHell, a place of
huge dimensions beyortde grasp ofthe human mind. The followingerse gives an idea of
Hell:

On the day when We say to Hell: Are you filled? and it answers: Can there be more to

come?
Surah Qaf: 30

Ah, what will convey to you what that burning is! -
It leaves nothing; it spares no one.

It shrivels the man.
Surah Al-Muddaththir: 27-29

One who fears Allah and who believes without doulihenHereafterknows forcertain that he
will be resurrected and judged alomgth his soul. Thisjudgement is the ultimate justice of
Allah. Therefore, those heedless of Allah’'s commandments in this widirldot besavedfrom
torment in Hell. In the Qur'an, the absolute justice of Allah is explained thus:

Have you not seen those who praise themselves for purity? Allah purifies whom He
will, and they will not be wronged in the slightest degree. (Surah Al-Nisa: 49)
On that day Allahwill pay them their just due, and the§ll know that Allah, He is

the Manifest Truth.
Surah Al-Noor: 25
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An Important
Characteristic of
The Ignorant Society:
The Impossibility of their
Not Being Convinced of

No matter whahis original stances, given all theevidence, gerson of soundnind andclear
understanding submits the truth provided that h&nds the evidence convincing. That is
because he knows that, as a human being, he is inherently fallible. He further acknothbidges
learning is essential to expand one’s horizons. A person of clear understémehieipre, by no
means finds anything humiliating in learning and accordingly changing one’s mind.

There are some people, however, who hold an ingrained prejudice which isialpusstible to

eliminate. These people are inclined to approachesalliate valid evidence witbrejudice. The

personal experience they acquire over time is shaped within the ignorant system acrdidgglof
importance to them. Therefore, it is almoapossible to change themewpoint. These people
are known to be stubborn. Rather than being open to new ideas and hence finttirt, ttiey

insist on holding on tdraditional beliefs. Theynever think that they can berroneous.

Furthermore, they think they are wise. Sometievenconcrete evidenctails to change their
minds. However,this is not because thegre unable to discerbetweenright andwrong, but

because they pretend not to understémel truth. In theQur'an, Allah alludes to this

shortcoming in the ignorant in the following verse:

Have you any hope that they will be true to you when a party of them used to listen to

the word of Allah, then used to change it, after they had understood it, knowingly?
Surah Al-Bagarah: 75

It is not possible to convince these people of the truth. All evidence and efforts to make them see
the truth wouldprove to beuseless. Thisnsensitivity becomesvenmore severe when faith is
the issue. Allah describes this as follows:

As for the Disbelievers, whether you warn them or not, it is all one for them; they do

not believe.
Surah Al-Bagarah: 6

How is it that evidencenakes some people s#ee truth, while itfails to be convincing for
others? What makes them so stubborn and insensitive?

Earlier in this book, we repeatedly mentioned slrengattachment whiclignorant peopldave
for this life. This "attachment” surely explains the motives behind this incomprehensible attitude.
Although they clearly see theuth, they follow theirvain desires, since they know that they
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would otherwise have to abandon their ambitionsraafle earning thgood pleasure oAllah

the basic purpose of their life. This is actually the last thing they want to do and accordingly they
resist it by suppressing the "voice of their conscience." These people adheredgathaeside

of their soul:such behaviour is to the detriment ofian, asexplicitly stated in the following
verse:

| do not exculpate myself. Tijleuman) soul is prone tevil, save his to whom my

Lord has shown mercy. My Lord is Forgiving and Merciful.
Surah Yusuf: 53

For this reason the soul plays an important role in making a man resist the truth.

Another being who misguides thoso havestrongambitionsfor this life is the Satan.Allah
indicates this in the following verse:

He said: Now, because You have sent me astray, | shall certainly lurk in ambush for
them on Your Right Path. Then | shall come upon tfrem before them and from
behind them and from their right hands and from theft hands, and Yowvill not

find most of them beholden (unto You).
Surah Al-Araf: 16-17

To convince these people who are led by Satan andetfaiveside of theirsouls hasdeen the
main struggle olll messengers throughout histoAll messengeralwayssummonednan to
the rightpath, thepath ofAllah, yet their people declined excefar a minority. One striking
example given in th&ur'an regarding this issue is Prophet Noah and gesple. Despite
Prophet Noah"s commitment to summon his people to the right path, they persisted in disbelief:

He said: My Lord! | have called unto my people night and day, but all my pkpas

only added totheir repugnance; And wheneverdall to them, so that You may
pardon them, theyhrust their fingers in their ears and cover themselves with their
garments and persist in their refusal and in bearing themselves with insolent pride. |
have called to them aloud, | have made public proclamations to them, &adel

appealed to them in private.
Surah Al-Nooh: 5-9

Noah said: My Lord! My people have disobeyed me and followed those the increase

in whose wealth and children will only hasten their perdition.
Surah Al-Nooh: 21

The insincere attitude afnorant people isevealed in th&ur'an. No matter howstrong the
evidence provided, they turn their faces away from the truth and show a strong attachsent to
life. And then they make up mamxcuses to justifgheir defiant attitude. In th@ur’an, Allah

gives an account of thesuesand situations ignorant people pretend not to understand. These
are actually thassuesaboutwhich theyneverchange their opinionAllah also mentions the
excuses they make and their show of insincerity to the believers.

Before proceedingvith this issue, one ofhe principal methods ignorant people employ to
justify their dishonesty will be further clarified.

One of the Teachings of Satan: Demagogy
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Ignorant people often resort to demagogy to justify themselves. This is a methddchythey
maintain their rights, or prestige, by using emotional, dishonest or oblique arguments rather than
reason. Apart from these ploytee waypeople conduct themselvesalkso anefficient element

of demagogy. Interruptinggshouting andelling lies are well-knownmethods of demagogy.
Disbelievers demonstrate a remarkable capacity for this "art". To justify their poieinobr to
establish superiority over others, they resolintmnceivablenethods.The mainpurpose of all

these efforts is to oppose the truth. They make all these efforts to jhstifgelves and thereby

to find a pretext to ease their remorse.

This, however, is not a method developed by the individuals themselves. As in many other issues,
Satan guides them. The statement of Satan in the following verses shows that Satarfiisas the
demagogue in history.

(Allah) said: "O Iblis! What prevents you from prostrating yourself to one whom |
have created with My own hands? Are you haughty?

Or are you one of the high (and mighty) ones?"

He replied : "I am better than him. You created me from fire, while himcveated
from clay."

He said: "Go forth from hence, for you are outcast.”
Surah Sad: 75-77

When hewas told to prostrate himself befofgam, Satan arrogantly refused, and offered
wicked explanations. This was typical demagdgsg;pretextfor not following the command of
Allah is stated in the following statement of Satd¥iou created me from fire, while you
created him from clay." However his main purpose is to revolt agaiitth. Thecomparison
between fire and clay is only a pretext.

The attitude ofgnorant people is exactly the same. Tliest decide todisobey and then find
excuses fotheir disobedience. At thisoint, they dowhat Satan did and employ the various
methods of demagogy to cover their dishonesty and to comfort themselves.

Satan indoctrinates them by steadthd constantly whispers methods of demagogyh&ar
souls.Meanwhile, the individuastruggles to choosketween thevoice of his commonsense
whispering the truth and theoice of his soul, thatspeaks for Satan. In thiway, Satan
approaches man in all circumstances and tempts him.

That is whyfor agespeopleall aroundthe world employ exactly the same tactical methods
against religion. This fact is underlined in the Qur’an:

But they say what the ancients said before them.
Surah al-Mumenoon: 81

However,one point deserves mention here: Satan is a being complekedy the control of

Allah like all other creaturesuch aghe djinns, the angels and humagings. Contrary to the
commonly held view, Satan is not a separate being, apart from and independent of Allah. He is in
the service of Allah to test man in this world. This fact is explained in the following verse:

He said: Then you are of those reprieved till Thgpdinted Day. He said: Mizord!
Because You have sent me astray, | shall truly make pleasant the pattorofor
them on the earth, and shall mislead them every one. Save such of themYasirare
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perfectly devoted slaves. He said: This is a right course incumigon Me. As for
My slaves, you have no power over any of them, save such of the sinners as follow

you.
Surah al-Hijr: 36-42

All through history, many societidgveapplied the classical methods of demagagnen they
were reminded of the commandments of Allah. In this way, they thought theyasmidtfacing
the truth. In the Quranillah gives anaccount of thigpsychology ofdisbelievers and the type
of demagogy they employ, so as not to be convinced of certain truths.

They are Not Convinced of the Closeness of Death

It is not possible taonvinceignorant peopldhat death isvery close. Though this is dire
reality, the majority of the people strive to forget about the imminence of death. ibmatiioly

puts an end to thikfe to which they are satrongly attached. Italso reminds people of the
Hereafter and their responsibilities towards Allah and the reality of Hell. Therefore, they simply
avoid the thought of it by "not thinking."

Ignorant people, who resolutely keep their minffsthe thought ofdeath,unreservedlyexpress
their distaste for it. Forgetting that it is also a commandmenllai, they fail toseethat it is a
predestined event. "Not thinking" simply prevents them from seeing that such attitudevestan
opposition to the will of Allah.

Ignorant people harbour many otherational convictions regarding deatRor instance,
according tahem,the death of an old argick person is reasonablgloreover, theyassume
dying in bedwithout suffering isthe best thing an oldnan can experiencéldowever, they
cannot stand the sudddeath of ayoung person. At thipoint they fail tounderstandhat his
death is predestined.

Another irrational belief about deafiuggestghat deathoccurs as a consequence aaftain

events.For instance, oomeone whalies in a trafficaccident,they say,"He would not have

died, if hehad not beenriving on thatbusy highway." In theQur'an the same mentality is
underlined in theverse"If they had been (here) with us, they would not have died or
beenkilled:" (Surah Aal-e Imran: 156) andbelievers areseriouslywarned againssuch a
corrupted mentalityThat isdue to thefact that no deatlmccurscoincidentally.Even before

one’s birth, the placeandtime of death are predeterminethis fact is stated in the following
verse:

We have decreed death among you, and

We are not to be frustrated, outrun.
Surah Al-Waq“a: 60

For ignorant people, the death of a person, especially a membee’'sfimmediate family, is a
highly unexpected incident. Moreover it is frightful. Seeinglibdy of persorwith whom one
dined afew daysago,terribly crushed in &ar, issurely a scene onean neveiforget during
one's lifetime. Watching officers puttiigs remains in a corpse baggvitably reminds one of
many facts that one is persistently encouraged to forget by the mentality of ignorance.

The personwho is now being carried to the morgue in a plastic bagpedsaps dew hours
ago enthusiastically talking abohbis new enterprises or his plans fdhe weekendWhile
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outlining these plans, the last thing that came to his mind was most probablyYeeatw, his
body, reduced only tbones and flesfacing a rapidporocess oftorruption, is being hurriedly
carried to the morgue. In thmorgue, hewill be left in a cooler among the otheorpses. In a
few days, wrapped in a shroud, his corpse will be put in a grave.

The observer is plunged into despair, since such a scene reminds him of thevilagnéet his
own end.

Nevertheless, the influence sfich anevent onthe humansoul lasts only for a shownhile.
Before long, ignorant people return to their wldy of living and begin to see death agate
unlikely incident. As soon as thdusy themselves with everyddyassles fi itheir ownwords
"when they face the reality of life" 6 they immediatedyurn to their old habits again as if they
were not those people who experienced deatluc@iclose quarters only fw days agoThey
evenmakedemagogy speaches about dehtls attempting toalleviate the seriousness of the
matter. They frequently mention tbortness ofife, yet nevertruly think about it.Moreover,
they encourage each other not to think about it.

Soonafter the griefover an immediate familynember"s death becomésarable his relatives
begin to think about thproperty theywill inherit from him. In thisway, they find away to
attach themselves to this life, even when death is the issue.

They are not Convinced of the Qur'an being the Revelation of Allah

The fact that ignorant societies are not convinced that holy booksvaaded by Allarhasbeen
another of their traitthroughout historyThe mainpurposelying behind thisattitude is their
unwillingness to adhere to the commandmentallaih. Theysimply want to forget about the
Day of Judgement and the fact that they will be held resporfsibkdl of their behavioursince
they want to live as they like. Therefore, even though they see the truth, they simply ignore it.

The typical attitude ofgnorant societies towards the Bible and othely books hadikewise
been assumed towarttee Qur'an. Our Prophesummoned people tie true path in various
ways, yetthey insisted on disbelieMeanwhile, inorder toovercome remorse, they employed
many methodsOne ofthese methodsyhich employ demagogy, is stated in the following
verses:

Those who disbelieve say: Thisnisthing but alie that he has invented, and others
have helped him with it, so that they hgweduced a slander and ke. And they
say: Fables of the men of old which he has haiten down: and they aralictated

to him morning and evening.
Surah Al-Furgan: 4-5

Some say these are but muddled dreams; others say he has only inthearted
Indeed he is but a poetet him bring us a portent, just as those of old (wiere

Allah’s Messengers) were sent with portents.
Surah Al-Anbiya: 5

It is evident that, despite beiagvare of thesuperiority ofthe Prophet, ignorant people accused
him of sorcery.Moreover, the majority of them claimed that Qer’an had beenwritten by
him. However, they quite definitely know that the Qur'an is\&lation of Allah. Likewise, they
know for certain that the Prophet is neither a poet nor a sor¥eteasstated repeatedly in this
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section,ignorant people simplyse pretexts tattract more people whaill comply with their
own way of living.

In the Qur'an Allah provides explicit answers to the idle talk of the ignorant :

| swear by all that you can see and all that is hidden from your view, that this is truly
the word of an honoured Messenger,

It is not the word of a poet: scant is your faith.

Nor is it the word of a soothsayer: how little you reflect!

This is a Message sent down from the Lord of the Worlds.
Surah Al-Haaqga: 38-43

Or do they say: He had invented it? Indeed, tme} not believe! Then lethem

produce a scripture like it, if they are truthful.
Surah Al-Tur: 33-34

This Qur'an could never have been devised by any besides Allah. Rather it is
confirmation of what came before it and an elucidation of the Book wtncitains

no doubt from the Lord of all the worlds. Do they say, "He has inventedS#i?

"Then produce a sura like it and call camyone you can besides Allah if you are
telling the truth." No, the fact is that they have denied something which their
knowledge does not embrace and the meaning of which has not yet reached them. In
the same way those before them also denied the truth. See the final fate of the

wrongdoers!
Surah Yunus: 37-39
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Getting Away from
the Crude Understanding
of Disbelief

Throughoutthe book, weéhaveunderlined the fact thaill the plans made byignorant people
made them drift into trouble that they caaver overcomeEventhough theyattain thebest
standards ofiving, they still feel therestlessness of ndieing able taattain truehappiness.
Thereis, howeverpnly oneway to saveoneself from monotonydiscontent,purposelessness,
fears and anxiety. Allah informs man about this important secret in the following verse:

“Surely in the remembrance of Allah all hearts are comforted. Blessed are those who

have faith and do good works; blisful is their end.
Surah Al-Rad: 28

As stated in the above verse, the individual attainshiagabiness angeaceonly when hekeeps
his mind occupied with the remembrance of Allah spends hidife doing good deeds tearn
His good pleasure. Ignorant people, unaware of this most essential sebee@Qaf’an, believe
the trouble they gdhrough to be dreality of life" and simplyresignthemselves to "living
through times," since they cannot find a way to rid themselves of their difficulti¢isisAstoint,
believers who are aware diis importantsecret,undertake the important responsibility of
showing"how to purify oneself of the rationale of ignorance and to live a happy and
rewarding life, both in this world and the Hereafter”, in other words, ofsummoning
people to the true path of Allah.

Another point deserves mention hefdlah promisesall people fromthe ignorant societyhat
their misdeeds will be forgiven provided they truly believe in Him and submit to the guidance of
the Qur’an. In this way, for all people Allah points to an escape route from the ignorant society.

A personwho abandonsthe ignorantway of living and submits himself tcAllah, meets
forgiveness in His presendgleanwhile, believers embraseich a persowith no prejudice on
account ofhis formerway of living. Amongbelievers, goerson is assesseatcording to his
recent stance. Therefore, even though he indulged himself in extrapéggsures in hiformer
life, his old way of living never becomes a matter of interest for believers.

Hence, Allahmakes it easy ttead agood life with the guidance of theQur'an. Under such
circumstances, it would be the wisesurse to surrender oneself Adlah. Keep in mindthat
man is free to makais choice:60-70 years of a troublesontiee which will eventually be
concluded inHell, the place, which isspecially created tgive pain to thebody and soul of
disbelievers. Alternatively, a life spent among thest trustworthypeople, in thenost beautiful
places, having théest of favourswhich will extend toheaven, aplace of beautybeyond
imagination.Surely the wise marnwill choosethe latter;not only because it ishe logical
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alternativebut because it isshat thehuman conscience commands. To turrth® Creator to
Whom we owe our existence is surely what satisfies the human soul.

Despitewhat hasbeen said sdar, there may be still be certain people who &msing doubts
about complyingwith the Qur'anic way of living. In theQur’an, Allah statesthat peoplefeel
attachment to this life rather than the next as they consider it closer:

But you love this fleeting life and neglect the Hereafter.
Surah Al-Qiyama: 20-21

At this point, the Qur’an advises such people to "ponder death." Cthe afajorreasons why

people feel a profound sense of attachment for life and cast religion asidessuhgptiorthat

life, actually limited to 60-70 years, is eternal. However, death is likely to put an end to this life at
any momentWhen death comes, personwill leave behind himhis prestige, diplomayvealth,

bank accounts, credit cards, in short, all the forms of prosperigjthex possesses atrives to
possess . Soon after he will be buried under the earth, his body will be consumed by worms and
he will be simply reduced tdones. His onlygain in the Hereaftewill be the good deeds he
engaged in to earn the good pleasure of Allah.

Therefore, those involved in the ignoravay of living should see thifact assoon as possible.
Beyond death, there is an eternal life. On thd&udgmentDay, everyonewill face the
consequences of hisehaviour.Thosewho did not conduct themselvessponsiblytowards
Allah will be driven intoHell, a place ofgrievous punishment. There thesll have noone to
help:

So taste (the evil of your deeds). For as much as you forgot the meeting adythis

We will forget you. Taste eternal doom because of what you used to do.
Surah Al-Sajda:14

Those, on the othdrand, who sincerely repeand ask forgiveness @&llah and follow His
guidance will attain salvation, both in this world and beyond.

They shall have what they will of their Lord"s bounty. That is the reward of the good:

Allah will remit from them the worst of what they did, amtl reward themaccording

to their noblest actions.
Surah Al-Zumar: 34-35

Be they men or women, those that embrace the Faith, and do what is right We shall
truly grant ahappy life, and We shall pay them a recompense in proportion to the

best of what they used to do.
Surah Al-Nahl: 97
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Conclusion

All throughthe book wehave discussedthe viewpoint, purpose ofexistence, moralalues,
beliefs, fears and characters of the people who adhere to the ignorant wangofrhe purpose

in examining them in details was to show how a life bereft of religion catsedo drift into a
“crude understanding.” Another, yet more important purpose, was to make them think rationally
of the detrimental consequences of their preference both in this world and the life vatroad,
sound mind.

The Qur'an drawsour attention to the fact that at the erfid; thosewho follow their desires
there will be a grave disappointment:

And if the Truth had followed their desires, truly the heavens and the earth and all
who dwell whosoever is therein would have been corrupted. We have britneght

their Reminder, but from their Reminder they now turn away.
Surah al-Muminum: 71

Because followingvain desires is sgernicious, onehould seekvays toavoid doing so. And
there is only onavay to avoiddisappointment: tdive up to the moral values of th®ur’'an”
That is because only tl@ur'an grantghe "honour" human beingsleserve. Th&ur'an saves
the humarsoul fromthe ignorance, crude understandinggativeinspirations, irrational fears,
and all perverted beliefs and provides refiefn anxiety aswvell asfrom the eternal torment in
Hell. It grants marwisdom,good conduct, a peaceful environment veiynilar to Paradise and
most importantly, a life in Paradise for all eternity.

This book includesxtensive reference to thigloomy environment” ignorant people are
surroundedwith as well asthe 'rewarding life" presented by th&ur'an. A comparison
between these two, by nature, summons man to the guidance@fiit@. The verse Me it is
Who sent downclear revelations to His slave, so that Hmight bring you forth from
darkness unto light” " (Surah Al-Hadid: 9) suggests that those adhering to the Quwigh
attain eternal salvation.

This book is a reminder and a warning to the ignorant. Asafse"This is a Reminder. Let
him who will, then, choose a way to his Lord,"(Surah Al-Muzzammil: 19uggests, those
willing to follow divine guidance should take warning and take heed.

This life is short and temporary. For all men, without exception, the time spent in this world is as
short as "the blink of an eye". It is surely unwisengglect the next worlglst for the sake of

the temporary joys of this one. The only way to attain eternal salvation is to purify oneself of the
teachings of the ignorant society and to adhere toraligion, in other words, the religion
enjoined by AllahWhat isexpected of theeaders of this book ithat theyshould make this

right choice.

And say: "Truth has (now) arrived, and Falsehood has been overthrown: for
Falsehood is bound to perish.”
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The End of Materialism

Today, in many local and foreign press and media organs, an evolutionary propaganda is in play
either directly or covertly. Sometimes in the form of a flash news, this sometimeshiakesn

of a few sentences referred tohatween thdines of a totallyirrelevantsubject. The important

thing is to keep the subject always on the agenda and to impose on people as if the theory of
evolution is an indisputable fact, the truth of which has been proved over and again.

In truth, it is not difficult to understand the real purpose of this campaign. That ideological rather
than scientific concernge behind the theory oévolution became self-evident thiest time the
theory wasadvanced byparwin. Darwin"sevolutionarythesesprovided considerablsupport

for materialism. Thefounder ofdialectic materialismKarl Marx, dedicatedhis famous book

Das Kapital to Darwin and he noted in tieepy he sent ttim: "From adevoted admirer to
Charles Darwin."

Thereafter, although it has been put forward many times over that the themglutionhas no
ground whatsoevermany politicaland ideological trend crowned théea of evolution. The
theoreticians and advocators sdich ideologies as fascisngavage capitalism, communism,
which rest onmaterialismand anti-religionisgroundsengaged in a race to keep ttneory of
evolutionupstanding aall costs, and thehiavebasedtheir philosophical arguments absolutely
on evolutionist foundations.

For this reason, in this booklethere we reviewethe Qur'an, the mainsource ofreligion, and
the divine knowledge communicated in th@ur'an, we felt the need todwell upon the
propaganda ofvolution and the theory okvolution whichhas turned out tdecome an
ideological campaign directed to religion. In the following pageswiNevery shortly explain
why the theory of evolution is an ideological dogma having no scientific validity.

The Development of the Theory of Evolution

The person who originally put forward the theoryegblution,essentially in théorm that it is
defendedtoday, was an amatetnglish biologist by thename of Charles Robert Darwin.
Darwin first published his ideas inbaok entitled The Origin ofSpecies byeans of Natural
Selectionin 1859. In this book, Darwin explained teeolution of living beingswith athesis he
called "natural selection”.

According tohim, all living beings had a common ancestor dhat theyevolved from one
another by means of natural selectibhosethat best adapted tthe habitattransferredtheir
traits to subsequengenerations, and by accumulatioger great epochs, these advantageous
qualities transformeahdividuals into totally differenspecies from theiancestorsThe human
being wasthus the most developedproduct of the mechanism of natural selection. Darwin
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thoughtthat he discovered "therigin of species”: The origin of one species was another
species.

The Level of Science and Technology in Darwin"s Time

Darwin"s fanciful ideas seemed reasonable and attractive to many at the first lodo&okliwas
highly promoted by certain ideological apdlitical circles. Thetheory became venpopular.

The mainreasonwas that thdevel of knowledge of thosedayswas not yet sufficient teeveal

that Darwin"s imaginary scenarioserefalse.When Darwin put forwardhis assumptions, the
disciplines ofgenetics, microbiologyand biochemistry did not yet exist. If tHaws of
inheritance and the structure diromosomes had beeliscovered, Darwin mightever have
attemptedhis claim of "the transition of acquired physical traits to succeeding generations”
which he inherited from Lamarck.

Similarly, the world of science in those days haceiy shallow and crude understanding of the
structure and functions dfie cell. If Darwinhad the chance taew the cell with an electron
microscope, he woulttave witnessed the great complexity and extraordinary structure in the
organelles of the cell. He would have beheld with his own #hatst wouldnot be possible for

such an intricate and complex system to occur through minor variations. If he had known about
bio-mathematics, then he would have realised thaévert asingle proteinmolecule, letalone a

whole cell, could not have come into existence by chance.

If the abovementioned sciences had been discovered before Darwin put fomgattteory,

Darwin might easily have recognised that his theory tetadly unscientificand thuswould not

have attempted to advance such meaningless claims: the information determining species already
exists in the genes and it is impossiblerfatural selection to producew species byaltering

genes.

While the echoes obarwin"s bookreverberated, aAustrian botanist by theame ofGregor
Mendel discovered the laws of inheritancel865. Although little known before the end of the
century,Mendel"sdiscovery gained great importance in the ea®p0swith the birth of the
science of genetics. Some time later, the structures of genes and chromesoaaiscovered.
The discovery, in thd950s, of theDNA molecule, whichincorporatesgenetic information,
threw the theory of evolution into a great crisis.

Besidesall these scientifidlevelopments, no transitional forms, whigare supposed tshow
the gradual evolution offiving organisms fromprimitive to advancedpecieshave evembeen
found despite years of search. Even this alone prthagdheevent callecevolutioncould never
have taken place.

These developments ought to have resulted in Darwin"s theory being banishedustbin of
history. However, it was not, because certain circles insistedvising, renewingand elevating
the theory to a scientific platform. These efforts gaganing only if we realisthat behind the
theory lie ideological intentions rather than scientific concerns.

No Mark of Intermediate Forms

The theory ofevolutionarguesthat the evolution of apecies into another species takéxe
gradually, step-by-stepover millions of years.According to thisview, transition from the
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primitive living being to the complex one covers a ldinge span angrogresses in stages. The
natural logical inference drawinom such aclaim is thatmonstrousliving organismscalled
“transitional forms" should have lived during these periods of transformation.

For instance, some half-fish/half-reptiles should have lived ipdisevhich had acquired some
reptilian traits in addition to thish traits they already had. Of thesbouldhaveexisted some
reptile-birds, which acquired some bird traits in additiotht reptilian traits they already had.
Since evolutionists allege that all living thingglvedfrom each other step-by-step, the number
and variety of these transitional forms should have been in the millions.

If suchcreatures had reallived, then weshould sedheir remains everywhere. ffact, if this
thesis iscorrect, thenumber ofintermediate transitiondbrms should bevengreater than the
number ofanimalspeciesalive today and theifossilised remainshould be abundarall over
the world. Evolutionists have been searchimgfossilsand digging for missing linksince the
middle of the 19 century all over the world. Despite their best efforts, no transitional floanes
yet been uncovered for almost 150 years.

Darwin himself was quitaware of theabsence ofuchtransitionalforms. It was his greatest
hopethat they would bdéound inthe future. Despitéis hopefulness, hsaw that thebiggest
stumbling block to his theory was thassing transitionalorms. This iswhy, in his bookThe
Origin of Specieshe wrote:

Why, if species have descended from other species by fine gradations, do we not
everywhere see innumerable transitional forms? Why is not all natuierifusion,
instead of the species being, as se® them, weltefined?” But, as by thisheory
innumerable transitional forms must have existed, why do we not findethdradded
in countless numbers in the crust of the earth?” But in the intermed&géon,
having intermediate conditions of life, why do we not now fahalsely-linking

intermediate varieties? This difficulty for a long time quite confounded me.
Charles Darwin, The Origin of Species,
London: Senate Press, 1995, p. 134

SinceDarwin, evolutionistdhavebeen searchingpr fossilsand the resulbhasbeenfor them a
crushing disappointment. Nowhere in the world fi neither onrandn the depths ofthe sea fi

has anyintermediate transitiondbrm betweenany two speciesever been uncoveredill the

fossils unearthed in excavations showed that contrary to the beliefs of evolutionists, life appeared
on earth all of a sudden and fully-formed. Trying to prove their theory, evolutionists have instead
uncovered the evidence of the fact of Creation by their own hands.

The problem bothered other evolutionistsvasl. A famous BritishpaleontologistDerek V.
Ager, admits this embarrassing fact:

The point emerges that if we examine the fossil record in detail, whether at the level of
orders or of species, we find i over and over again i not gradual evolution, but the

sudden explosion of one group at the expense of another.
(Derek V. Ager, "The Nature of the Fossil Record", Proceedings of the British Geological Association,
Vol 87, 1976, p. 133)

The gaps in the fossil record cannot be explaaveay by thewishful thinking that not enough
fossils haveyet been unearthed atight thesamissing fossilswill one day be foundAnother
evolutionist paleontologist, T. Neville George, explains the reason:
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There is no need to apologise any longer for the poverty of the fossil recosdmie
ways, it has become almost ummageably rich and discovery isoutpacing

integration” The fossil record nevertheless continues to be composed mainly of gaps.

T. Neville George, "Fossils n Evolutionary Perspective”, Science Progress, Vol 48, January 1960, pp.
1, 3.

Life Emerged on Earth Suddenly

When terrestrial strata and thissil recordare examined, it iseenthat living organisms
appeared simultaneously. The oldest stratum of the earth in which fossils of living creayaeres
been found is that of the "Cambrian”, which has an estimated age of 530-520 million years.

Living creatures that af®und inthe strata belonging to the Cambrian period emerged in the
fossil recordall of a suddenwithout any pre-existing ancestor$he fossils found in the
Cambrian rocks belonged to snails, trilobites, sponges, earthworms, jellyfish, sea hedgehogs, and
other complex invertebrates. Thast mosaic ofliving organisms, made up dafuch great
numbers of complex creatures, emerged so suddeatithis miraculousevent isreferred to as

the "Cambrian Explosion™ in scientific literature.

Most of the organisms found in this strathavehighly advancedrganslike eyes, orsystems
seen in organisms with a highly advanced organisation sugilisagirculatorysystems, and so
on. There is nosign in the fossil record toindicate that theserganisms had any ancestors.
Richard Monestarsky, the editorBarth Sciencemagazine, states about theddenemergence
of living species:

A half-billion years ago the remarkably compléxms of animals that we se¢eday
suddenly appeared. This moment, right at the start of Earth"s Cambrian Period, some
550 million years agomarks the evolutionary explosion that filled the seas with the
world"s first complex creatures. The large animal phyla of today were preseady

in the early Cambrian and thewere as distinct froneach other then as they are
today.

Richard Monastersky, "Mysteries of the Orient",
Discover, April 1993, p. 40

As may be seen, tHessil recordindicates thativing things did notevolve from primitive to
advanced forms as evolution asserts, but instead ematgeda sudden and in perfect state.
Put shortly, living beings did not come into existence through evolution, they were created.

Life is Too Complex to Have Been Formed by Chance

In fact, the theory ofevolution collapsesway before the stage of thissil record. This is
becausdossils are marksleft behind bymulti-celled compleXiving beings.Evolution, on the
otherhand, is desperate in the face of thuestionhow thefirst cell, and more, how thefirst
proteinhavecome into existencdet alone explaining the origin ohulti-celled complexiving
beings.

The theory of evolution hold$at life startedvith a cell thattormed by chancenderprimitive
earth conditions. It isactually sufficient tohave just some basic knowledge about the
composition of the cell to understand how irrational it is to ascribe the existencecefl thea
structure which still maintains its mystery in many respects, even at a time winavejest set
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foot in the 28t century— to natural phenomena and coincidences.

Far frombeing formed undeprimitive earth conditions, theell, which with its organelles and
mechanisms is extremelgomplex, cannot besynthesised ineven the most sophisticated
laboratories of our day. Even with the use of amino acids, the building blocks of the cell, it is not
possible to produce so much as a single organelle of the cell, sugtoesondria or ribosome,

much less a whole cell. The first cell claimed to have been produced by evolutionary coincidence
is as much a figment of the imagination and a product of fantasy as the unicorn.

Proteins Challenge Coincidence

And it is notjust the cell thattannot be produced: the formatiamder natural conditions, of
even asingle protein of theéhousands oftomplex protein molecules making upcall is
impossible.

Proteinsare giant moleculesonsisting ofamino acids arranged in a particular sequence in
certain quantities and structures. These molecules constitute the bhlfttkg of aliving cell.

The simplest is composed of &énhino acids; but there aseme proteinshat arecomposed of
thousands oamino acids. Thabsence, addition, or replacement diragle aminoacid in the
structure of a protein in living cells, each of which has a particular function, dhespsotein to
become auselessmolecular heap. Incapable of demonstrating the "accidental formation" of
amino acids, the theory of evolution founders on the point of the formation of proteins.

We can easily demonstratgith simple probability calculationanybodycan understandhat
the functional structure of proteins can by no means come about by chance.

The amino acids of an average-sized protein molemrgosed of 28&mino acids, which are
made up of 12 different types, can be arranged#(1@ollowed by 300zeros)different ways.
Of all of these possiblesequences, onfone" formsthe desired protein molecule. The other
amino-acid chains are either completely useless or else potentially harmful to living things.

In other words, the probability of the coincidental formatiommf one proteirmolecule cited
above is "1 in 1%”'. The probability ofthis "1" occurring out of afiastronomical” number
consisting of 1followed by 300 zeros is forall practical purposeszero; it is impossible.
Furthermore, a protein molecule of 288 amino acids is rather a modest one cowifrasede

giant protein moleculesonsisting of thousands amino acids.When we apply similar

probability calculations to these giant protein molecules, wehsgeventhe word"impossible"

becomes inadequate.

When weproceed one step further the development scheme tife, we observe that one
protein alone means nothing by itselbne of the smallest bacterigever discovered,
"Mycoplasma Hominis H39", contain®00 types of proteins. In thisase, we wouldave to
repeat the probability calculations Wwavemade abovdor one protein for each of these 600
different types of proteins. The result beggars even the concept of impossibility.

To Accept the Impossible

If the coincidental formation ofvenone of these proteins is impossible, it is billiongtiofes
more impossible for approximately one million of those proteinine together by chance in
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an organised fashion amdake up a complete humaell. Moreover, a cell isi0t merely a
collection of proteins. In addition to proteins, cells also includeleic acids, carbohydrates,
lipids, vitamins, and many other chemicatuch aselectrolytes, all of which arerranged
harmoniously anavith design in specific proportions, both in terms of structure and function.
Each functions as a building block or component in various organelles.

As we have seen, with its sole "explanation” of coincidence theory, evolution is unable to explain
the formation of even a single protein out of the millions in the cell, let alone explain the cell.

Perry Reeves, a professor of chemistry from the U.S.A., states:

When one examines the vast number of possible structures that could result from a
simple random combination of amino acids in an evaporating primordial pond, it is
mind-boggling tobelieve that life could have originated in this way. Itni®re
plausible that a Great Builder with a master plan would be required for such a task.

J. D. Thomas, Evolution and Faith. Abilene,
TX, ACU Press, 1988. P. 81-82

Prof. Dr. Ali Demirsoy, one ofhe foremostadvocates of evolutionishought inTurkey, in his
book Kalitim ve Evrim(Inheritance andvolution), discusseshe probability of theaccidental
formation of Cytochrome-C, one of the essential enzymes for life:

The probability of providing the particular amino acid sequence of Cytochrome-C is
as unlikely as the possibility of a monkey writing the history of humanity on a
typewriter i taking it for granted that the monkey pushes the keys at random.

Ali Demirsoy, Kalitim ve Evrim, Ankara:
Meteksan Yayinlari 1984, p. 61

Well, is it not against reason tacceptthis nonsensical probabilityYes, it indeedis, but
evolutionist scientists still accept this impossible. Ali Demirsoy explains why:

The probability of the formation of a Cytochrome-C sequence is as likely asThato.

is, if life requires a certain sequence, it can be said that this has a probability likely to
be realised once in the whole universe. Otherwise, some metaphysical bayersd

our definition should have acted iiis formation. To accept the latter is not
appropriate to the goals of science. We therefore have to look into the first hypothesis.

Ali Demirsoy, Kalitim ve Evrim, Ankara: Meteksan Yayinlari 1984, p. 61

The abovelines mayalso be read as follows: "The probability die formation of a
Cytochrome-C sequence is zero. However, if we say that it did not folrnitgidence, then we
have to accept that we have been created which means our confirma#l@hsf being. This is

not appropriate to our goals."

As seen, the theory of evolution collapses even at its first step, but some scientists wtitaknow
this theory isthe only alternative to creation, whioave adopted the refusal of creation as a
purpose for themselves dogmatically embrace the theory”

The Complexity of the Cell

As what we havexamined so farevealsthe problem of the sequence of amino acids and the
formation of proteinsareenough tanvalidate thescenario of evolutionHowever,the problem
does not end with amino acids and proteins. Theserdyea beginningEssentially, the perfect

74



structure of cell presents a giant impasse for evolutionists. This is belcawsd isnot a heap
made up of amino-acidtructured proteins. It is @ving entity with hundreds ofdeveloped
systems, the secrets of which have still not been entiretyosed to martowever, as wéave
just stated, letalone this systems, evolutionisise evenunable to explain how the building
blocks of the cell are formed.

The renowned Britisimathematiciarand astronomer Sir Fred Hoyle confessesfddsin one
of his statements publishedNtaturemagazine dated November 12, 1981.

The chance that higher life forms might have emerged in this way is comparable with
the chance that a tornado sweeping through a junkyard might assemBteiag

747 from the materials therein.
"Hoyle on Evolution", Nature, Vol 294,
November 12, 1981, p. 105

DNA: The Book of Life

The examination of not the whole cell, but even the DNA, which is a part in its nucleus, we easily
understand why evolution is a falsehood.

DNA was not known irDarwin"stime. Thetheory ofevolutionhasbeen unable to provide a
coherent explanatiorior the existence of the molecules that are basis of the cell.
Furthermore, developments in the science of genetics and the discoverymoicliiie acids
(DNA and RNA) have produced brand-new problems for the theory of evolution.

In 1955, the work of two scientists @NA, James Watsoand Franci<rick, launched a new
era inbiology. Many scientistslirected their attention to the science of geneilicglay, after
years of research, scientists have, largely, mapped the structure of DNA.

Here, we need to give some very basic information on the structure and function of DNA:

The molecule called DNA, whickxists inthe nucleus otach of thelQO0 trillion cells in our
body, contains the complete construction plan of the huodwy. Information regardingll the
characteristics of a person, frahe physical appearance to the structure of the inner organs, is
recorded in DNA bymeans of a special codirgystem.The information inDNA is coded
within the sequence of four special batteg make uphis molecule. Thesbasesare specified

as A, T, G, and C according to thetial letters of theirnames.All the structural differences
among people depend on the variations in the sequence obtm=EThere are approximately

3.5 billion nucleotides, that is, 3.5 billion letters in a DNA molecule.

The DNA data pertaining to a particulargan or protein is included ispecial components
called "genes". Forinstance, information about the egaists in a series o$pecial genes,
whereas information about the heaxists inquite anotheseries of geneslhe cell produces
proteins by using the information in all of these geA@sino acids that constitute thetructure
of the protein are defined by the sequential arrangement of three nucleotides in the DNA.

At this point, an important detail deserves attention. ekror inthe sequence of nucleotides
making up a gene renddfe gene completelyseless. When we considémat there are 200
thousand genes ithe human body, it becomes mageident howimpossible it is for the
millions of nucleotides making up these genes to formadwyident in the righsequence. An
evolutionist biologist, Frank Salisbury, comments on this impossibility by saying:
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A medium protein might include about 300 amino acids. ONA& genecontrolling
this would haveabout 1,000 nucleotides iits chain. Since there are four kinds of
nucleotides in a DNA chain, one consisting1l¢®00 links could exist in #%° forms.
Using a little algebra (logarithms), we can see th&t°410°°. Ten multiplied byitself
600 times gives the figure 1 followed by 600 zeros! This number is comblejeind

our comprehension.

Frank B. Salisbury, "Doubts about the
modern Synthetic Theory of Evolution",
American Biology Teacher, September 1971, p. 336

The number 4*is equivalent to 1¥. We obtain this number by addig§0 zeros to 1. As 10
with 11 zeros indicates tillion, a figure with 600 zeros isndeed a numbehat is difficult to

grasp.
Evolutionist Prof. Ali Demirsoy was forced to make the following admission on this issue:

In fact, the probability of the random formation of a protein and a nucksd
(DNA-RNA) is inconceivably small. The chances against the emergence of even a

particular protein chain are astronomic.

Ali Demirsoy, Kalitim ve Evrim
(Inheritance and Evolution), Ankara:
Meteksan Publishing Co., 1984, p. 39)

The Theory of Evolution Has Basically Collapsed

As clearly seen from what has been told so far, the theory of evolution is a thegtofgils at its
very core. Thereason isthat evolutionists are unable to expla&wenthe origin of a single
protein that isnecessary folife, or how a living cell isprotected undeprimitive atmosphere
conditions without being damaged. Neither the laws of probahititythe laws ofphysics and
chemistry offer any chance for the fortuitous formation of a protein molecule.

It is very interesting thatwvile not being unable to explain the formation afly one of the
millions of proteins essentidbr a living cell, evolutionistswere able to fabricatenany false
scenarios such asansition fromwater to landfrom land toair, and fromape to man. By
covering thequestion of "the formation dife", to which they actuallyhave tofind an answer,
they have built a giant wreckage with such baseless fabrications. They wanted tdbessiess
building on this wreckage, yet despite their best efforts, they could nosuiféping under the
wreckage of this building.

Does it sound logical or reasonable when not even a single chance-formed proistcamat
millions of such proteingombined in an order to produdige cell of a livingthing; andthat

billions of cells managed to form and then came together by chance to produce living things; and
that from them generated fish; athdht thosethat passed tdand turned intaeptiles, birds, and

that this is how all the millions of different species on earth were formed?

Even if it does not seem logical to you, evolutionists do believe this fable.

However, it is merely a belieffior rather a faithiibecause theyotlbave even aingle piece of
evidence to verify their story.

Today, it is not possible to form a living cell from inanimate matters in the high-tech laboratories,
with the supervision of the most distinguished scientists, with the most expensive equipment. Let
aside thecell, it is not possible toobtain even the proteins inthe cellunder a controlled
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laboratory environment with the same productivenesssaadess athe living cellhas. To put
forward that these structures form by coincidence is surely an unreascaableThe fact that
life is created is very plain.

A professor ofapplied mathematicand astronomy from University College (Cardiff, Wales),
Chandra Wickramasinghe describtbe reality he faced as a scientist whad been told
throughout his life that life had emerged as a result of chance coincidences:

From my earliest training as a scientist, | was very strongly brainwashelelieve

that science cannot be consistavith any kind of deliberate creation. Thabtion

has had to be painfully shed. At the moment, | can"t find any rational argument to
knock down the view which argues for conversion to God. We used to hamean
mind; now we realize that the only logical answer to lifecieation-and not

accidental random shuffling.
Chandra Wickramasinghe, Interview in
London Daily Express, August 14, 1981.

Darwinian Formula

The truth sadbeing, let us novior once, examine whaind of a superstitiorthe evolutionists
have with an example so simple as to be understood even by children:

Evolutionary theory asserts that life is formed by chance. According tolaimnsg inorganic and
unconscious atomsametogether to fornthe celland then they somehow formed otliging
things, including man. Let us think about that. When we bring togtttbelements that are the
building-blocks oflife such ascarbon,phosphorus, nitrogen armbtassium, only a heap is
formed. Nomatter whattreatments it undergoes, tragomic heap canndbrm even asingle
living being. If you like, let us formulate an "experiment” on this subjectieings examine on
the behalf of evolutionistehatthey reallyclaim without pronouncing loudly undethe name
"Darwinian formula":

Let evolutionists put plenty of materials present in the compositiolivio§ beings such as
phosphorus, nitrogen, carbon, oxygen, iron, and magnesium into big bdordsver, let them
add in these barrels amyaterial thatdoes notexist under normal conditions, but they think as
necessaryLet themadd in this mixture as many amino acidsfiwhietve nopossibility of
forming under natural conditionsfiand as many proteinsiia single evigcbfhas aformation
probability of 10°fias they likeLet themexpose these mixtures to as mingatand moisture
as they likeLet themstir thesewith whatevertechnologically developedevicethey like. Let
them put the foremost scientists beside these balktlthese expertwait in turn beside these
barrels forbillions, andeventrillions of years.Let them beree touseall kinds of conditions
they believe to benecessary for a humanfermation. Nomatter whatthey do, they cannot
produce from these barrelshaman,say a professahat examinesis cell structure under the
electron microscope. They cannot produce giraffes, lions, bees, caharses, dolphins, roses,
orchids,lilies, carnations, bananas, oranges, apples, dates, tomatoes, melons, watermelons, figs,
olives, grapes, peaches, peafowls, pheasants, multicoloured butterflies, or millions bfimgher
beings such as these. Indeed, they could not obtain even a single cell of any one of them.

Briefly, unconscious atoms cannoform the cell by coming together They cannot take a
new decision andlivide this cell into two, then take othedecisions andtreate theprofessors
who first invent theelectron microscope and thexamine their owrcell structure undethat
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microscopeMatter is an unconscious, lifeless heap, and itomes tolife with Allah’s
superior creation.

Evolutionary theory, which claims the opposite, is a total fallacy completeiirary to reason.
Thinking even a littlebit on the claims of the evolutionistisscloses thigeality, just as in the
above example.

Blind Materialism

The coincidences of evolution plaséoms tosuch a standhat atomssupposedly form the
human eye andpen up to a luminous, three dimensiorfeg, sensedworld from inside this
pitch dark heap. This is such a world that even the technology of<tlcerliry has noattained

the image and sound quality of these atoms that came alive by chance. It is so muclkeven that
if you bring the mostdevelopedsoundtechniques togetheyou will seethat theyhave a far
more primitive quality than the human edtven if you puttogether thenostdeveloped image
techniques, you will not be able to achieve the image quality of the eye.

When it isclear that althese technologicgdroductsare brought about not bycoincidences",
but by the conscious designs of conscious engineaveuiti benonsense to deferttiat living

mechanism far more complex than thés&e come about by coincidenceSor every design
proves a designeEvolution does notwant tosee the grealesign innature,because t@ccept
the Creator, that isAllah, Who has broughthis design into existence conflictsith the
prejudices and ideologies of evolutionists.

The basis of all these ideologies is the philosophy knownadsrialism. Materialisphilosophy
is the thought holding that matter is not created, tHasbeen existing since eternity atttere
is no realitybut matter. It is extremelppposed tdhe belief in Allahand religion. This is not
science but ghilosophy. Evolutionists are dedicated not to science buthis materialist
philosophy andhey distort science to suit to tiphilosophy. Awell known geneticist and an
outspokerevolutionist,Richard C. Lewontirfrom HarvardUniversity, confesses thigsoncrete
fact:

It is not that the methods and institutions of science somehow compel us accept a
material explanation of thgghenomenalworld, but, on the contrary, that we are
forced by our a priori adherence to material causes to create an apparatus of
investigation and a set of concepts that produce material explanations, no matter how
counter-intuitive, no matter how mystifying to the uninitiated. Moreovkat

materialism is absolute, so we cannot allow a Divine Foot in the door.
Richard Lewontin, "The Demon-Haunted World",
The New York Review of Books, January 9, 1997, p. 28

The Biggest Obstacle to Evolution: Soul

There are many species in the world that resemble one another. For instance, there may be many
living beings resembling lhorse or aatand many insects magok like one another. These
similarities do not surprise anyone.

The superficial similaritiebetween marand ape somehowttracttoo much attention. This
interest sometimes goes so far as to make some people believe the false thesis of evolution. As a
matter of fact,the superficial similaritiedetween menand apes do signify nothing. The
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rhinoceros beetle and the rhinoceros also stemain superficial resemblances but it would be
ludicrous to seek to establish some kind of an evolutionary link between these two creatures, one
being an insect and the other a mammal, on the grounds of that resemblance.

Other than superficial similarity, apes cannot be said to be closearichan to other animals.
Actually, if level of intelligence is considered, then theneybee producinthe geometrically
miraculous structure of the honeycomb or $péler building ughe engineeringniracle of the
spider web can be said to be closer to man. They are even superior in some aspects.

There is a very big difference between nazwl aperegardless of anere outward resemblance.
An ape is an animahnd is no different from #&orse or a dog considering itsvel of
consciousnessYet man is a conscious, strong-willed being that daink, talk, understand,
decide,and judgeAll of these features are thenctions ofthe soul that manpossesses. The
soul is the most important differencéhat interposes a huge gapetween manand other
creatures. No physical similarity can close this gapveen mamand any otheliving being. In
nature, the only living thing that has a soul is man.

Allah Creates According to His Will

Would it matter if the scenario proposed by evolutionists really had fA&e&?Not abit. The

reason is that each stagévanced by evolutionatheory and based aroincidence could only
haveoccurred as a result of rairacle. Even if life did come about graduallthrough such a
succession of stages, each progressive stage could only have been brought about by a conscious
will. It is not just implausible that those stages could have occurred by chance, it is impossible.

If is said that a proteimoleculehad been formed undére primordial atmospheric conditions,
it has to beremembered that ihas been already demonstrated by the laws of probability,
biology, and chemistry that this could rf@vebeen by chance. But if it must be posithdit it
was produced, then there is alternativebut to admit that it owedts existence to theill of a
Creator. The same logic applies to the enliypothesis put forward byvolutionists. For
instance, there is neither paleontologeablencenor aphysical,chemical, biological, or logical
justification proving that fish passed from water to land and formed theatanmls,for such a
transition. But if one must have it tHagh clamberedonto the land and turned inteptiles, the
maker of that claim should also accept the existence of a Creator capable of wiakegr He
wills come intobeing with the mereword "be". Any other explanatiorfor such amiracle is
inherently self-contradictory and a violation of the principles of reason.

The reality is clear and evident. All life is the product of a perfect design and a supesiown.
This in turn provides concre&videncefor the existence of a Creator, tRessessor dhfinite
power, knowledge, and intelligence.

That Creator is Allah, the Lord of the heavens and of the earth, and of all that is between them.
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They said,
"Glory be to Youl!
We have no knowledge
except what You have taught us.
You are the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise."

(Surah Al-Bagarah: 32)
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